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wks of the crying Grievances, and udien 1 
Oppreſſions, which gave the firſt Riſe to te i 
preſent growing Diſcontents, Diviſions, and 
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Particular Characters of hs chief Authors and pro- 
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Publiſher's PREFACE to the Reader. 
HR Appening to caſt my eyes, ſome Time ſince, on a late 
WES v4 Collection of Familiar Letters, written by ſome Gen- 

| tlemen in Jamaica, to their ſeveral Friends in London, 

touching the then preſent State and Adminiſtration of the 

Government of that Iſland, and printed Anno 1713. an 
. judging that the Bulk thereof may have deterred ſeveral Per- 
- ſons, to whoſe Hands the ſame may have come, from giving 
themſelves the Trouble of reading and deliberately conſidering 
the whole Contents of that Collection; I cull'd out, from a- 
—_— the other Letters, that one whereof the following is a 
true Copy; as comprehending, in my Opinion, much more va- 
tiety of uſeſul Matter, than àny one of all the reſt. And ho- 
1 mp f ſuch Perſons as now have, or hereafter may have it 
1 their Power, to enquire into, and redreſs all, or any of the 
Grievances therein ſet forth, may not grudge the Time they'll 
beſtow on reading the following Sheets, I thought* it might 
poſſibly be of ſome uſe to the Pablick, to have it reprinted a- 
. part, in the manner you now fee the ſame. N 

* _ The Author (whoever he be) ſeems to have been not only at 


- abundance of pains, in procuring particular Information, 
and making binntelkfa 


} 


ly Maſter of the ſeveral Matters of Fact 
mention d in this Letter, but has alſo ſo very clearly recited 
them, and expreſs'd his own Thoughts and Animadverſions 
thereon, and ſupported the ſame with ſuch circumſtantiated E- 
yidence, and undoubted Authorities, that I'reckon.1t vext to 
an impoſſibility, for any intelligent and unbyaſs d Perſon to 
read the whole deliberately, once all over, withoùt being 
throughly convinced of the m̃anifeſt and clear Truth thereof; 
and conſequently of the many gtoſs 8 on the 
Queen and Her Miniſtry here, as well as on Her Majeſty's Sub- 
jects of Jamaica, by a Triumvirate of vile, profane, mexcenary, 
and ignominious LipRarts, with the implicite Concurrence and 
-  Suffrage of a certain Tool, they have got into their Hands. 
done Readers may poſſibly object, That the Stile of the fol- 
flowing Letter is too ſerious and prolix; that the making uſe 
bf ſuch ſcriptural Texts, and Latin Quotations, as are, "_ 
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TH PubMiſher's PREFACE tothe Readei il 
nch there, interſperſed in it, ſavours too much of Pedantrys - 
nd that, in ſome Places, the thread of the Narrative ſeems I 
o be interrupted, with needleſs Digreſſions. 7 - 
The Truth is, I had once ſome bang of having made an 4 
bridgment of this Letter, fo as to have reduced the chief = q 
| 
| 
? 


leads thereof, into a much narrower Compaſs: But then I con- 
dered that fiich an Abridgement would have quite alter'd the 
Quality thereof, and be much the ſame as fathering another 
an's Child : Moreover, I conſidered that no ſuch clear view 
an be given, to Perſons hexe, of Affairs tranſacted at ſo great a 
liftance, as when they are illuſtrated with all the material 
ircumſtances attending them: And then, as the ſubject 
latter is, of it ſelf, very grievous and afflicting, in many re- 
peas; fo tis no wonder if the Conſideration thereof may 
aye put the Writer in a more ſerious Mood than ordinary, at 
he Time : Nay, who knows but that poſſibly he may alſo 
ave been a Sharer in ſome of thoſe Afflictions, occaſion'd by 
e fraudulent and perjurious Practices complain'd of, in this 
etter: And if fo, he muſt, of courſe, have been ſtill the more 
ffected therewith : And therefore, in expoſtulating about the 
aſe and horrid unworthineſs of ſome of the Facts therein men- 
oned, he could not, in a more pathetick and forcible 
anner, have inculcated a true and feeling Senſe thereof, in- 
the mind of bis Correſpondent, tban by appealing to the 
Fered Oracles, and ſome approved moral Authors, for a Judg- 
ent in ſuch Cafes : And ſuch a ſcriptural ſtrain ſeems ſtill 
e more natural, and leſs liable to Exception, if what I have 
ard whiſpered be true; that a certain Clergyman of that 
and (who, by the Duty of his Function, may probably have 
ought himſelf obliged to Rebate, Reprove, and Exbort, in 


. 
: 2 xl 

. 4 - 
r — — 


8 -i7 and out of Seaſon) wrote it; tho', as he is now fla- 

— d, he may not think it convenient to have his Name pub- 

0 ckly known, at leaſt while he remains there; becauſe indeed | 

0 e doing an good Office of that nature, upon the Point of 1 
g pinion, Intelligence, Brains, or Conſcience, where ſuch a | i 
5 Volftiſh Humor prevails, as now reigns in Famaica, is com- . ul 
0 only conſidered as a fort of Scandalum Magnatũ m; and there- 1 
J- re too frequently expoſeth one to the Envy, Hatred, Malice 
7 nd Revenge of ſuch potent Calummiators, as may likewiſe be 9 
4 is Judges, even in their own Cauſe. 3 | 4 
. hen, as to ſuch Digreſſions as are to be met with, in the 3 
[- plowing Letter, tho' they may, at firſt view, ſeem to be ſome- lf 
e hat Foreign to the chief Deſign, and ſubject· Matter thereof; AJ 
: et, upon a more ſerious Review, they'll appear to be ſtrong 4 


pplemental Arguments, for ſupporting the verity of ſuch ge- 
* | neral | 
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i a - The Publiſher's PREFACE 
neral Characters as are given of the ſeveral Perſons therein naz 
med : And as to the ſuppoſed Charge of Pedantry, I take it 
for granted, that none but thoſe who do not underſtand La- 
tin, will find much fault with uſing appolite Latin Phraſes, on 
proper Occaſions ; and {even ſuch Perſons will, upon peruſal, 
find, if they flip over all the Latin Phraſes us'd here, the 
2 andi Coherence will ſtill remain clear enough, without 
= em. | | 
ah I I muſt own, it has, oftner than once, been the Subject of mz 
my f : * 
% Admiration, as well as Contemplation, how it ſhould come to 
: park that in all the Revolutions of State, and Changes of the 
Miniſtry, which have happened here, theſe Sixty Years paſt, 
| and upwards, ever ſince the happy Reſtoratipn * King Charles 
IId. ſo great an Acceſſion to the Power, Riches and Glory of 
5 this Kingdom, as are undoubtedly the ſeveral Colonics which 
1 | compoſe the Britiſh Empire in America, ſhould (even in the 
| 
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moſt noted Periods of that Time, for either Peace or War) 
lye itill ſo much neglected, under ſuch · a precarious Govern- 
ment and greivous Adminiſtration, as they have, for the moſt 
part, labour'd under, both before and ſince the late ſignal Re- 
1 volution ; tho' of late Years (as far as I can learn) ill worſe 
; | and worſe, - | 
1... Tis true, the preſent Miniſtry have had their Heads ſo much 
. { imployed about the weightieſt Affairs of State, at home, and 
Ke in ſettling the general Peace of Europe; that it may, very juſt- 
3 * ly, be ſuppoſed, they have not had Time enough, as yet, to 
3 look ſo far Abroad, as to have taken immediate Cognizance 
| of the ſeveral Conſtitutions, preſent . Circumſtances, and 
| particular Grievances of the Briti/þ Weſt-India Plantations, 
- But, *tis hoped that, in due Time, theſe may likewiſe fall 
Lt under their ſerious Conſideration. 
1 I know ſome deſigning and wicked People have been, and 
ſtill are, at no ſmall Pains to inculcate into the Minds of all 


4 4 Perſons in Authority, whom they have the Opportunity of 
cConverſing or correſponding with, very mean Notions and 
=. Sentiments of the Births, Education, Manners, Principles, 
_- and other Qualitics of the Inhabitants of thoſe Plantations ; 


and, under ſuch diſadvantagious Characters, their ſeveral 
O ppreſſors have, from Time to Time, enceavour'd to miſ- 
rkrepreſent them here, as a turbulent, factious, and uneaſie MW 
bs People, never to be pleaſed, under any Government whatſoever. i 
3 To which it may very juſtly be replied, That, upon ang; 
; impartial Examination and Tryal, it would manifeſtly ap- 
. - pear, that all the Contentions and Animolities, which, at 
YT. any time, happen between the Governour and Inhabitants oil | 
15 | WE f any 
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any of the N · India Plantations, have (generally {| king, 


and particularly as to Famaica) had their firſt Riſe, from 


ſome grievous and intolerable Acts of Oppreſſion, in the 


Adminiſtration : And therefore tis not to be much wonder'd 


at, if ſach ſhould produce ſome Repinings, Heart-burnings 


and Diſcontents, among a People otherways very peaceably 


diſpoſed ; when the wiſeſt of Men found from his own Ex- 


perience, and left it to us, as a certain Aphoriſm, recorded in 


Scripture, that Oppreſſion maketh even a wiſe Man mad. : 
It cannot be denied, but that, in peopling thoſe Plantati- 


ons, many Perſons of obſcure Births and very indifferent Cha- 


racers went, or were, from time to time, ſent and tranſport- 
ed thither, as Occafion required: But tis as true, that ſome 
thouſands of Perſons of very creditable Families, good Edu- 


cation, and loyal Principles, went thither likewiſe; ſome 
through the Narrowueſs of their Circumſtances ; ſome to a- 


void the Miſeries of the Civil War at home ; and others to 
improve {ach paternal or acquired Fortunes and Eſtates, as 
they thought convenient to carry along withthem, at the time. 

The preſent Inhabitants are generally Her Majeſty's natu- 
ral born Subjects, Natives either of England, Scotland, or 
Ireland, or born of ſuch, in the Plantations: Many of them 
arc Gentlemen of very liberal Education, ſome even at Uni- 
verſities: And ſuch having, by their own, or their Fore- 
fathers Induſtry, acquired the Property and Poſſeſſion of ve- 
ry conſiderable Plantations and Eſtates, and being deſirous 
and willing to enjoy the ſame comfortably, and to live peace» 
ably, as good and dutiful Subjects, cannot but grudge ex- 
tremely to find, that (as particularly in Jamaica) profound 
Ignorance, accompanied with vaſt Impudence in ſome, a 
ſtupid, blind, 1ndolent and implicite Acquieſcence in others, 
and a crafty, active, Knaviſh Genius, blended' with Lewd- 
neſs, Atheiſm and Irreligion in a third fort; and all varniſh- 
ed over, with a ſervile, fawning ſeeming Obſequiouſneſs, 
ſhould be the Chief, if not the only, recommending Quali- 


ties, to entitle even the worſt of Men, tho' ſprung up as ſud- 


denly, in one Night's time, as Muſhrooms ont of. a Dung- 
hill, to a Go———r's Favour ; while, at the fame time, 
Men of Virtue, Merit and Capacity, are not only diſcoura- 
ged, inſulted, and oppreſſed, but all revil'd, behed and ri- 
dicul d, to an intolerable Degree, with Buffoonry, Impu- 
dence and Nonſenſe; to the great Encouragement of Vice 
and Immorality, in thoſe Parts. B 

Could we reaſonably ſuppoſe, and be aſſured of a con- 


CCS 


Fant Succeſſion of wiſe, judicious, juſt, good and pious Prir- 


| Fa 
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| ces on the Throne, like Her preſent Majeſty; and of ſuch liks 
- Governors, in all Provinces and far diſtant Plantations, and 
that theſe again would, in their Choice of all ſubordi- 
nate Judges, Magiſtrates and other Officers, regulate them- 
ſelves by the moſt apparent Proofs of the Vertue, Merit and 


Princes, as well as the bad, by g 
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Ie Publiſie's PREFACE , 
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Capacity of the ſeveral Candidates, for Offices of Truſt and 
Profit; I believe all good Men would join with me in Opi- 
nion, That, of all the ſeveral Forms of Goverment on Earth, 


an unlimited abſolute Government would undoubtedly be 
the beſt, on many Accounts; but the Experience the World 


has had of the lamentable Weakneſs of fome Princes and Ru- 
lers, of all Degrees; and of the extravagant Paſhons and in- 
fatiable Avarice, Ambition, Luſt, and Revenge of ſome o- 
thers ; has ſo fully demonſtrated the Vanity and Folly of ſuch 


a fruitleſs and chimerical Suppoſition, that the Wiſdom of 
our Anceſtors found it neceſſary to tie up even the beſt of our 


: ood and wholeſome Laws: 
The Conſideration whereof makes it ſtil! fo much more 
the Subject of my Wonder; that a Governor of any Colony 


of Her Majeſty's Free- born Subjects, in the Weſ-Fndies, ſo 


far diſtant from the Seat of Redreſs, either by Appeals, or o- 
therwiſe, ſhould be veſted with a Power to govern, in a 
more abſolute and unlimited manner there, than even the 
Queen her ſelf can, according to Law, or ever did attempt to 
exerciſe in Great Britain. „ 

The Governor of Jamaica (e. g.) is not only CAPTAIN 
GENERAL, and Commander in Chief of that Iſland, and 
other the Territories thereunto belonging, and likewiſe 
CHANCELLOR, and Vice- Admiral thereof; but has alſo 
the ſoic Power of nominating, appointing, continuing, turn- 
ing out, and putting in Again, at Pleaſure, as often and 
whenſoever he will, all and every one of the Judges of all 


- theother Courts of pps, throughout the ſaid Iſland; 
f 


and likewiſe the Power of calling, continuing, adjourning, 
prorogning, diſſolving, and iſſuing new Writs, for ſucceed- 
ing Aſſemblies, at Pleaſure, without any manner of Limi- 
tation, as to time or otherways: by Means whereof, the 
Free-holders have been frequently plagued, harraſſed and diſ- 
appointed, in their own private Affairs, by Elections and 
long Seſſions, to little good Purpoſe, at times very unſeaſon- 
able for the Planting - Intereſt; and as frequently prorogued 
or diſſolved again, whenever they could not be prevail'd up- 
on, to comply implicitely with the arbitrary Dictates, and 
injurious Meaſures of ſome few deſigning Perſons, whoſe con- 
ſtant Plot is to enrich themſelves, by enſlaving the 1 
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The Governor is likewiſe, in effect (tho' not nominally) 


' BISHOP of Famaica: For, he's veſted with the ſole Power 
of nominating, - appointing, and collating Miniſters in all : 


and every one of the Pariſhes of that Iſland; (which are 17 
in Number) has alſo the granting of all Letters of Adminiſtra- 
tion, all Probates of Wills and Teſtaments, all Licences 
for Marriages, and Licences for permitting School- Maſters to 
teach; ine naming and appointing Guardians for abſent Or- 
phans : And, in fhort, is ole Hr of all Matters relating 
to the Conſiſtorial or Eceleſiaſfick Law there: 

Now, how ſuch an univerſal Knowledge, Experience and 
Judgment, both of Men and Things, as ſeems neceſſary to ac- 
compliſn any Man, for the Diſcharge of ſo univerſal and un- 
limited a Trult, in ſo many different Capacitics as aforeſaid, 


ſhould (without immediate Inſpiration) be acquired, by a 


Perſon who was never, any way, noted for the Brightneſs of 
his natural Parts, and who had not the Advantage of any 
other Education, but what be had between the Stem and 
Stern of a Ship, everſince he was ſent a young Youth to Sea, 
in or about the Year 1687. is (I muſt own) above my Com- 
prehenſion. And yet (which adds ſtill to the Miſeries of that 

land) all the Commiſſions, Commands, Orders, Injuncti- 
ons, Directions, Judgments, and Decrees of this ſame Deſ- 
potick Go——r, (or rather of his Triumvirate Tutors) are 
incomparably leſs liable to be reverſed, than the Decrees of 
the moſt knowing as well as the moſt learned and judicious 
Lord High Chancellor of Great Britain. 


For. 1f, There can be no Appeal from the ſaid Go-—-r's 
' Jallgment, unleſs the Sabjectum Controverſiæ be of the Value 


of 5001. at the leaſt. 24ly. None can come off that I{land, 
on any pretence whatſoever, without the - Governor's expreſs 
Leave in writing, under his Hand; which is ſometimes not 
to be obtain'd, but by giving very extravagant Bail, far be- 
yond the Value of the Subjeci-Matter in Debate; and fre- 


quently not, at all, on any account. And, 3dly, Even 
when an Appeal reacheth hither, it cannot be try'd any 


where, but before the Queen in Council : And the ſaid Go- 
vernor happening to be boin of a great Family, (tho' he be 
the very Refuſe and worthleſs Dregs thereof) his noble Re- 
lations, Allies, and their Friends here, may poſſibly be ſo far 
prepoſſeſſed, by a natural Byaſs (how imperceptible ſoever 
to themſelves) in bis Favour, and for ſupporting whatever is 
{a1d to be for his Power, Intereſt and Credit (tho', much more 
Properly, for that of his ſcandalous Tutors) that*tis ten to 
one, but a poor Appellant, after all his Trouble, Pains _ 
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| ; Ex nce, may c ome off. with the weeping Croſs; at laſt; 
= and have to ſay with the diſappointed Alchymiſt, Jam que 
1 ' oleam & operam perdidi, © © | ; 


The melancholly Conſideration of all which, as well as of 
the large Joint-Stock-Purle, raiſed from the Produce of Prize- 
Goods, Eſcheated Eſtates, and othet Spoils of the Oppreſſed, 
which that nimble, crafty, and Jeſuitical V n (Mr. 
R-——by) has ready at Command (as being abſolute Pleni- 
tentiary here, for the Go———r and his ſcandalous Fa- 
ction) and likewiſe of the amazing Reception, Countenance 
and Protection he has likewiſe hitherto met with, makes ma- 
ny injurd and oppreſs'd Perſons in Jamaica, who otherwiſe 
would be Appellants, fit down tamely, and bear with their 
Miſeries, as well as they can, for the time; rather than at- 
tempt ſwimming againſt the Stream, while they ſee the Tor- 
rent of their Deſpotick Go r's Fury, as well as that of 
his Tutors and Tools, run with ſo impetuous and irreſiſtible 
a Force, as at preſent ; notwithſtanding the manifeſt Bent of 
' _theGenerality of the Inhabitants Inclinations againſt them: | 
But ſince the ſaid Governor has, by his ſuffering himſelf to 
be (as he has been, all along, and ill is) implicitely go- 
vern'd, by the arbitrary Directions of the aforeſaid Trium- 
virate, in all the Branches of his extenſive Adminiſtration ; 
and conſequently ſubjected himſelf to the Odium of being 
cenſured for all their Mal- Practices, under the Umbrage of his 
Authority; and has hitherto, by the. Intereſt. of his Relations 
and Friends here, ſcreen'd the {aid Triumvirate from Proſe- 
cutions, which otherwiſe would probably have fallen very hea- 
vy upon them; it may ſeem ſomewhat ſtrange that a Per- 
ſon ever noted for a wretched, needy and avaricious Tem- 
per, ſhould be ſo far hood-wink'd, as (among many other 
over-look'd Advantages) to diſpenſe with all manner of Fees, 
and Perquiſites whatſoever, ariſing by Vertue of his Epiſcopal 
Power above-mention'd, (which, by the by, are not inconſide- 
rable) theſe three Years, laſt paſt, in favour of bis pious and 
Orthodox Suffragan, Mr. R—by, (vide Pag. 13, 14, 15, 16:) 
And which makes ſuch a Piece of Deluſion ſo much fill 
the more ridiculous, the ſaid Ri——d &———by has ban: 
terd the Govy——-r into an implicite Belief, that he the 
ſaid R by) bolds the ſame, not by his Excellency's Fa- 
vour, but de Jure as Deputy-Secretary of the Iſland: And 
his truſty Sub-Deputy (Doctor St—r:, another of the afoie- 
ſaid Triumvirate) de facto receives the ſame now for him in 
his Abſence. But the Reader will readily diſcover the Rea 4 


ſon thereof, and of many much groſſer Abuſes, by * If. ry 


| | following Letter. 
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eA LETTER, containing an eAccount of the moſt 
general Grievances of Ta MAICA, ariſing from 
the Multiplication of Offices in the Perſon of 
R. R—by Eſq; ſome of the many fraudulent 
Practices by which he and his eAccomplices do 
aggrandize their own Fortunes, under the falſe 
Pretence of increaſing the Queen's Revenue, by 
eſcheating many Freeholders Eſtates, &c. as alſo 
ſome ſhort Hints touching the Characters, De- 
fans and Principles of the ſaid R. R—by and 


other's. 


Jamaica, 6 Ofob. 1712 
SIR, 


ERE having been an Embargo on all Ships here, ſince 

| the Day of Auguſt, till Monday laſt; and no Ship 
arriving here, from Britain or Ireland, theſe two Months 

paſt, we are impatient to know what ſhould be the 
Cauſe thereof, eſpecially ſince our laſt Advices put us in hopes of 
the ourn Concluſion of a General Peace : Tho, at the ſame time, 
we have been plagued and haraſs'd here, with Martial Law, more 
than during the Heat of the War ; and that too, immediately upon 
the back of a moſt terrible and deſtructive Hurricane ; which made 
the Conſequences of Martial Law ſo much the more inſupportably 
ievous, to all the Inhabitants of this Iſland : But ſince I reckon 
that moſt of the Letters which go by this Conveyance will, of 
courſe, be cramm'd with diſmal Accounts of the aforeſaid Hurri- 
cane, &c. I think it needleſs to trouble you, or my ſelf, with a- 

ny particular Detail of the Effects thereof, at this time. 

In my Letter of the 18550 of Fuly, by the Bignal-Galley (te 
which I refer) I gave you ſome curſory View of the Conſtitution 
of our Government here; and withal ſome general Characters of 
the conſtituent Members of a certain Triumvirate, by whole Con- 
trivance and Influence, the ſame is, upon every different Occaſion, 
mode]]'d and metamorphoſed ſo as to ſuit with their ſeveral Pur- 
poles, from time to time. ö 

You may remember, it was a current Story here, ſome Years 
ago, that whien one of the Inhabitants of Montſerrat happen'd to 
be condoled here, upon account of the Loſſes they had ſuſtain'd 
there, ſome time before, by a Hurricane; he ſaid, this Iſland was 

1A | much 
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witneſs, to ſee them the two chief conſlituent 
Triumvirate aforeſaid, and acting here in concert. Nor indeed can 


1 
much more to be pitied than they, ſince we had got a worſe and 
more laſting rlague amongſt us, (viz. B—k) whom they had 


baniſh'd from Montſerrat, under a ſevere Penalty, never to return 


zhither again; even tho? he has ſtill, to this hour (as I am credibly 
informed) a Legal Title to a Plantation there, which he craftily 


obtained, by treãcherouſſy ſupplanting his Client. 


Had it been poſſible for that Perſon to have had as lively a Con- 
ception, and previous View of Mr. R 55's Contrivances and Acti- 
ons here, theſe ſeveral Years paſt, as he had of Br——k's, he 


would have thought this Iſland moſt 1 5 a 
embers of the 


I foreſee when an End may be put to the many afflicting Grievances 
under which this poor diſcouraged Ifland doth now labour, until 
ſome Men of Eminence in the Government at home, he fully ap- 
priz'd, and take Cognizance of the ſaid R——by's Character and 
Tonduct, in a very ſpecial manner: For which end, I adventure 


to ſend you now an introductory Account of ſome part thereof; 


by which it may appear, that a Perſon of ſuch ſeſuitical Principles 
and Practices as R——-by is fingularly noted for, is too hard a 
Match for the Simplicity and plain Dealing of the Generality of 
our Planters here. 

The ſaid Mr. R—by having had ſome Years Schooling on the 
Foundation of Eaton College (as one of his Cotemporaries, a 
Planter of this Iſland, informed me) he ſerved ſome time there- 
after in the Quality of Clerk to an Attorney in the Temple, (as one 
of his Father's Apprentices (now likewiſe a Planter in this Iſland, 
told me :) But having,it ſeems, more aſpiring Thoyghts,'and being of 
4 Family that pretended to ſome Merit at the Court of Sr. Germains, 
he took a Trip thither, and remain'd foine Years abroad; where 
(as I am likewiſe inform'd) he had the chief part of his Education 
with the Jeſuits, both in France and Italy. However, finding the 
Facobite Intereſt decline apace, and being diſappointed of what he 
propoſed to himſelf and ſollicited for at St. Germains, (as a Gentle- 
man, who was then intimate with him in France, likewiſe inform'd 
me) he return'd for England. But his extreme Modeſty not allow- 
ing him to put in for any publick Buſineſs in England, where his 


Character, and that of his — were pretty well known, he 


tranſactgd, in the Year 1705. with Mr. Edward Hyde, the then 
Pravoſt-Marſhal of this Iſland, for refigning in his Favour, and 
procuring him (the ſaid R——Hy) a new Grant or Patent for that 
Office, in conſideration of a certain Sum of Money, to be paid at 


ſuch Times, and in ſuch Manner, and Proportions, as was then 


agteed n: And the ſaid Mr. Hyde acting only by a Deputy, 
2 Pl (it ſeems) but very little of the Nature or Valie of 
that Place, was (as I am likewiſe credibly informed) ſufficiently 
impoſed upon, in making that Bargain, 

| 5 Mr. Ry arriving here, ſoon after, with the Cha- 
rafter and Authority of Provoſt-Marſhal General of this Iſland, and 


giving himlelf the Air of being a ſtrict Aſſertor of the 1 
| ciples 
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(3) 
ciples then, and till, moſt in faſhion here, did, by his natural 
Cunning, with the help of his acquired Parts, ſo transform him- 
ſelf into ſeveral Shapes, as Occaſion offer'd, and adapt his Meaſures 
to ſuch various Purpoſes as he had in view, that he thereby ren- 
dred himſelf ſo very acceptable to the then Governor, that, in a 
ſhort time thereafter, he became the chief Favourite. 

At the Governor's Requeſt, Colonel B——=7 (a Gentleman 
of loyal and worthy Principles (and having a very opulent For- 


tune here) was prevail'd upon to be Security (for Form's ſake, as 


it were) in a Bond of 4000 l. for the ſaid Mr. R—1y's faithful Dil- 
charge of his Office, as Provoſt-Marſhal ; tho' an abſolute Stranger 
to him, at the time: But happening to go, both of them in Com- 
pany, to the Bath, up to Windward, and remaining ſome time 
there, drinking the Waters, the ſaid R—by did fo perpetually 
teaze that Gentleman with repeated Lectures out of his beloved 
Vade mecum ( Machiavel's Works) and, with all the force of his 


Rhetorick, did ſo endeavour to. inculcate the like political Prin- 
eiples in him, that, ever thereafter, Colonel B—+r look'd upon 


him (the ſaid R——+y) as the moſt dangerous and enſnaring Per- 
ſon, and of the-moſt looſe and pernicious Principles, of all the 
Men that ever he knew, in this Ifland: And being, therefore, re- 
ſolved not to have any farther Dealing or Familiarity with him, 
gave him Warning to find other Security, for that he was deter- 
min'd not to continue bound any longer for him, 

The ſaid Mr. R hy, upon the Death, or other Removal of the 
then Clerk of the Council, and Deputy- Secretary of this Iſland, 


| was, by the then Governor's Favour, in or about the Month of 


October, 1706. appointed toſucceed in the Execution of theſe Offi- 


ces; and, by Virtue of the ſame Intereſt, obtain'd, in or about 


the Year 1707. from Mr. Baber, the Patentee, a Deputation for 

executing the ſeveral Offices and Places of Secretary of this Iſland, 

Clerk of the Enrolments, and Commiſſary-General of Stores, Pro- 

OG IG for the ſmall yearly Conſideration of 250 J. as I am 
rmed. 

And it happening ſo, that, though many Complaints were exhi- 
bited to the Governor, Council and Aſſembly, — the ſaid Mr. 
R—hy, for alledg'd Male-adminiſtrations committed, and arbitrary 
extravagant Fees exacted by him or his Deputies, in or about the Exe · 
cution of the ſaid ſeveral and reſpective Offices; yet, by his great 
Power and Intereſt with the then Governor, the {ame were always 
llighted, ſhuffled, or put off, from time to time, till the ſaid Go- 
vernor and Council were, by repeated Complaints and Importuni- 
ties, (as I am credibly informed) pxevailed upon, at laſt, to make 
an Order, or Rule of Council, That he (the ſaid Mr. R—ty) or 
any other ſucceding Clerk of the Council, ſhould not, as ſuch, de- 
mand or receive, from any Tradeſman or others, any Gratuity 
Fee, or Reward whatſoever ; but that, in confideration thereof, 
ſuch Clerk ſhould be allowed 10 s. and no more, out of the Pub- 
lick Revenue, for every Order of the Governor and Council, 


touching the Payment of Money, c. or in Words to that effect: 
| Az Wherse- 


| | (4) 

Whereupon Mr. x hy took occafion, ſome time thereafter, to 
compliment Governor Handaſyd, by reſigning the ſaid Office of 
Clerk of the Council, in favour of Mr. Silveſter Stuckley, his Excel 


lency's Secretary at the time. | 
And as a farther Confirmation of the Truth of the aforeſaid 


Charge againſt Mr. R——4y, the Aſſembly of this Iſland, convened 
at &. Jago de la Vega, on the 17th of April, 1711. did, upon exa- 
mining the Truth of the ſeveral Matters of Fact, mentioned in the 
Petitions, or Complaints, then exhibited againſt him, Vote and 
Reſolve, nemine contradicente, That He (the ſaid Mr. R— by, was 
guilty of having demanded ſeveral arbitrary and exorbitant Fees," 8c. 
And thereupon ordered, That a Bill for regulating Fees (which 
was in a former Seſſion paſſed by the Governor, Council, and Aſ- 
ſembly, on the like account, tho? refuſed at home) ſhould be then 
again brought in, with ſuch proper Amendments, as were directed 
by Her Majeſty in Couneil: and in purſuance thereof, the ſaid 
Governor, Council and Aſſembly, paſſed an AG for regulating Fees 
_ accordingly I 
Here Final not omit informing you, That, ſome time after 
paling the aforeſaid unanimous Reſolve of the Aſſembly, Mr. R—by [| 
id, by his dextrous Management, obtain a ſubſequent Vote, That 
he had executed the Office of Secretary of this Iſland to the Satisfaction 
of the Houſe ; or in Words to that effect; which happen'd thus: 
While this Matter was depending before the Aſſembly, he affected 
a political Sickneſs, and gave our, in a ſeeming private manner, 
that he intended to quit the Iſland, for the Recovery of his Health, 
Ec. and made Offers of reſigning ſome one or other of the Offices 
then executed by him, to each of teveral Perſons, who, by their re- 
ſyective Relations had Intereſt with, and Influence on ſome Members 
of the Aſſembly ; and having, by means of ſuch Aſſurance, as he gave 
the Candidates for theſe Offices reſpectively, taken off the Edge of 
their Friends in the Aſſembly, who promiſed to favour him, and uſe 
their Intereſt with other Members likewiſe, on the aforeſaid ac- 
count, the ſaid laſt Vote was carried in his favour, in manner a- 
bove recited : And tho*leveral pretended Bargains for reſigning the 
aforeſaid Offices, to ſeveral Perſons, were carried on lo far, that 
ſome of the Parties ſent Credit, and others actually remitted Mo- 
ney to England, for that effect; yer the real Ends for which the 
aforeſaid pretended Reſignments were firſt offered, being fully an- 
ſwered, none of the {ſaid Bargains were ever fulfilled or comply'd 
with by Mr. R—1y, to this hour. 
However, without any regard to theſe pretended Bargains, the 
fame Governor, Council and Aſſe mbly were ſo fully convinced of 
Mr. R —by's over-dextrous Management (not to give it a harder 
Name) in the Execution of the ſeveral Offices abovementioned, 
and of the dangerous Conſequences that did and might attend the 
executing them, one and the ſame Perſon, that, for preven» 
rion thereof, for the future, they made an Act in the Month of June, 
171m. That . and after the first Day of May, 17tz. no Secretary, 


or Deputy Seeretary, for the time being, in this Hand, ſhould be 7 


(5) 
ble to bold, uſe, exerciſe, or enjoy the Office or Place of Provoſt- 
Marſhal, or Deputy Provoſt- Marſhal of this Iſland, or, by any Ways 1 
Means, to execute or officiate in that Office, or any other Office of Pro 
in this Hand: And that no Provojt- Marſhal or Deputy Provoſt- 
Marſhal of this Iſlaud, ſtould be capable to hold, uſe, exerciſe, or en- 
joy the Office or Place of Sectetary, or Deputy-Secretary of this Hand, 
or by any Ways or Means to execute or officiate in that Office, ar any 
other Office of Profit in this Iſland : But that the ſame and all other Offi- 
ces of Profit in this Hand, ſhould be, for ever thereafter, diſtin# and 
ſeparate, ſo as that no two or more Offices of Profit in this Hand ſhould, 
upon any Pretence whatſoever, be in the Hands of any one Perſon; or 
any one Perſon receive the Profits of two or more of the ſaid Offices, &c. 
But the Aſſembly had at the fame time ſuch a dutiful Regard to 
the Queen's Prerogative in granting Patents, to whom Her Majeſty 
ſhould think fit, that they added a ſpecial Clauſe to the ſaid Act; 
reſerving the ſame; to the end it might not meet with any Ob- 
ſtru&ion in obtaining the Royal Aſſent at home. 
Mr. R—by carried his Reſentment ſo far againſt Mr. Beckford the 
then Speaker, and other leading Members of that Aſſembly, that 


he, and ſome few others in his Intereſt, prevail'd with the then 


Governor (upon a ſham Pretence) to diſſolve 'em, in or about the 
Month of Fune, 1711. (which was but two Months from the time 
of their firſt Convention) and to iſſue out new Writs for another 
Aſſembly to be conven'd at St, Jago de la Vega, on Monday the 23 d 
of July following : In the Interval of which time, his Excellency, 
the Lord Archibald Hamilton, our preſent Governor, arriving here, 
the ſaid new Aſſembly met accordingly, on the aforeſaid 23d Day 
of July; have been continued, by ſeveral Prorogations, ever fince 
and are, in all Appearance, likely to be continued the ſtanding Aſ- 
ſembly of this Iſland, as long as the ſaid Mr. R—by and Mr. BT 
—-ck, our preſent Attorney-General, are ſupported in the unlimited 
Influence which they now have on the Adminiſtratiòff bf all pub- 
lick Affairs here; for many of the Members of the preſent Aſſembly 
having, very unexpectedly, and in a moſt ſurprizing manner, been 
choſen, with much more ſiniſter Art than ever was practis ' d in, or 
2bout any former Elections in this Iſland ; and being, by reaſon of 
their narrow Circumſtances, and the aſſumed Privileges they en- 
joy, of being protected againft their lawful Creditors, implicitly 
devoted to the arbitrary Dictates of Meſſieurs R—by and ck, 
in all Matters that can come before them; it is not to be ſuppoſed, 
that ſuch thorough-pac'd Tools will be readily parted with, as long 
as they can be kept together, : 

Now, conſidering that Mr. R—}y, as Provoſt-Marſhal-General, 
is, by his Deputies, Marſhals, and Deputy-Marſhals, the Executi- 
oner of the Law, both in Civil and Criminal Caſes; and is (by 
Deputation from Mr. Baber the Patentee) Secretary of the Iſtand, 
Commilſlary- General, and Clerk of the Enrolments, for Regi- 
{tring all Deeds and Conveyances, all Bills of Sale, Letters Patents, 
and other Acts and Matters uſually enrolled here; and has likewiſe, 
(even to the manifzit Prejudice of the Governor himſelf) the Benefi 
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of all Fees and Perquiſites of and for all Probates of Wills and Teſta- 
ments, the granting of all Letters of Adminiſtration, and all Licenſes 
forMarriage, &'c. It was no ſmall ſurprize to moſt of the intelligent 
. and thinkin Men of this Iſland, to fee him, (the ſaid R—4y) ad- 
vanc'd yet farther, to be one of the Council- Board, by Virtue of a 
Privy-Seal, which the preſent Governor was prevailed upon, by 
the Perſwaſions of Sir C. Vr, and Meffiturs X 
and 7 =, to bring over along with him, for that end: And in- 
_ deed the Concern of the Inhabitants for his aforeſaid Promotion, 
' ſeems to be too well grounded, becauſe (as being a Member of the 
Council, in conjunction with his aforefaid Offices) he acts now in a 
Legiſlative, ſu icial, and Executive Capacityz and by means of 
that accumulated Power, together with his manifeſt Influence on 
the Governor, in all reſpe&s whatſoever, ſeems to be uncontro- 
lably skreen'd and protected from all manner of Complaints that 
dare now be exhibited againſt himſelf, or his Deputies; and has 
too great an Opportunity of juſtifying any Male-adminiftrations 
that can happen in the Execution of all and fingular the Offices 
and Matters reſpectively before-mention'd. 

Many of the original Deeds and Securities of ſeveral Perſons 
Eſtates in this Iſland having been, through Courſe of Time, and 
the Influence of this Climate, worn and defac'd, and many others 
quite loſt, by the terrible and never to be forgotten Earthquake, 
which happen'd here in the Year 1692, the great Fire that de- 
ſtroyed all Port Royal a ſecond time, in the Year 1702. and, pro- 
bably too, by the late dreadful Hurricane, which happen'd in 4 

uſt laſt ; nothing can poſſibly be of greater Importance, for the 
Security of the Freeholders of this Ifland, touching the quiet and 
peaceable Poſſeſſions of their Eſtates, than that the publick Records 
- and Enrolments of all Patents, Deeds and Conveyances, be taken 
Care of, ſogWas it may not be in the Power of any Perſon,entruſled 
with the Cuſtody thereof, to withdraw, conceal, deſtroy, or other- 
wiſe embezzle, any of the aforeſaid Records; Yet (to the great 
Surprize, Diſquiet, and irreparable Loſs of many Freeholders here, 
who purchaſed their Eſtates for valuable Conſiderations) a Diſco- 
very has been made, within theſe few Years paſt, that the publick 
Records and Emolments of all Deeds and Conveyances, made 
here in the Years 1671 and 1672, are loſt or withdrawn, (no 
body can tell which way:) And Mr. R-—hy and his Accomplices 
having the Opportunity of ſearching and making Enquiries into 
ſuch Defects, as may poſſibly ſeem to be in the Connexion of ſeve- 
ral Freeholders Rights to the Poſſeſſion and Enjoyment of their re- 
ſpective Elſtates, purchaſed as aforeſaid. Many more finiſter Uſes 
have been made, in Mr. R——by's time, of the caſual loſing of 
real Deeds, Conveyancesand Records, in manner above-mention'd, 
under the Pretence of eſcheating ſuch Eſlates to the Queen, than 
ever were made in 40 Years before; which made the Governor, 
Council and Aſſembly, in or about the Month of July, 1711. paſs 
anqther Act, intituled, An Ad for the further quieting Mens Poſſeſ- 
Fons, and preventing vexatious Suits at Law, &c. to prevent the 
Fe, 5 tdtrump- 
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Interett of the Crown) ſeveral pretended Grounds for Eſcheating 
many honeſt and laborious Planters Eſtates, and, at the ſame time, 
clandeſtinely ſecuring Grants thereof to themſelves or their Friends 
ſometimes under borrowed Names, for trifling and very ſma 
Conſiderations to the Crown, bearing no manner of Proportion to 
the true Value thereof. | : 

And that it may manifeſily appear how very groſly both the 
Crown and the Subject have, of late Years, been, and {till are im- 
poſed upon, by ſuch ſiniſter and unjuſtifiable Practices: You are, 


in the firſt place, to know, That as there have been but very few 


(if any) Eſtates in this Iſland eſcheated as aforeſaid, before Mr. 
R—-by's time; ſo upon complaint made, ſeveral Years ago, by 
Col. X -d Li—g, Mr. #h—ch, and others, then at London, touch» 


ing ſome Abuſes of that kind, and particularly in relation to a cer- 


tain Number of Negro- ſlaves pretended to have been elcheated to 
the Queen, and of which Mr. R—+by had obtain'd a Grant in his 
own Fa vour, from the late Governor Handaſyd; her Majeſty, for 
preventing the like Abuſes, for the future, was gracioully plealed 
to order, thatReftitution ſhould be made of theſe Negroes, to the 
rightful Owner, and to give ſucceſſive Orders and Inſtructions, ever 
ſince, both to the late and preſent Governor of this Iſland, not 10 
diſpoſe of any Fine, Forfeiture or Eſcheat, of above the Value of Ten 
Pounds, to any Perſon whatſoever, without firſt acquainting her Ma- 
jeſly therewith. 

Yer, to fruſtrate Her Majeſty's moſt Gracious Intentions, by ſuch 
her Royal Inſiructions, all Writs of Eſcheat being directed to the 
Provoſt-Marſhal and his Deputies, Care is always taken to empan- 
nel ſuch packt Juries as will, either through Ignorance or Delign, 
or both, (tho' upon Oath) make their Return of any Eſtate, under 
Inquiſition at the Time, to be of as little value as, under any co- 
lourable Pretence whatever, they poſſibly can; and that too, for 
three ſeveral Reaſons : 1. To the end that the eſtimated Value re- 
turn'd by the Jury may not exceed the Sum limited by Her Majeſiy's 
aforeſaid Initructions, and fo fall within the Governor's Gift, 
without being obliged to make any. Application to Her Majeſty, 


the Lord High Treaturer, the Secretary of State, or the Lords 


Commiſſioners for Trade and Plantations, purſuant to Her Majeſly's 


aforeſaid Inſtructions touching the ſame. 


2. Becauſe by how much the leſs any eſcheatable Eſtate is va» 


lued by ſuch Jury for the Queen, ſo much the mare room will. 
there be left for the Eſcheat-Patentee's giving a good round Com- 
poſition to the Governor, Provoſi-Marſhal, Attorney-General, Ge. 
- 3- To the end that, in caſe an Heir happen to appear, and put 
in his Claim to any Eſtate eſcheated as aforeſaid, before the Expi- 
ration of the three Years allowed and limited by an A& of this 
Iſland, the Eſcheat-Patentee may not be liable to account for the 
real Value, or Produce of ſuch Eſtate, during the Time of its conti- 
nuance in his Poſſeſſion ; but only according to the ſham Eſtimate 


thereof, return'd by the Iury. 


A 4 Thus, 


trumpiog up, for the future (under the falſe colour of ſerving the 
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Thus, for Example, Nathaniel Herring, Eſq; a Member both of 
the laſt and preſent Aſſembly, havirig bought a Plantation of abour 
540 Acres of Land, in the Pariſh of Veſtmorland, (where great 

art of his paternal Eſtate lies) and being one of thoſe Gentlemen 
who had, all along, too diſcerning a Senle of the crafty Deſigns of 
ur Triumvirate, to ſuffer themſelves to have been prevail'd up- 
on, by any artful Inſinuations, or circular Contrivances whatſo- 
ever, to proſtitute their Reaſon, and the common Intereſt of the 
Iſland fo far, as to give the Suffrage of their Votes implicitly, ei- 
ther in Elections or Aſſemblies, to the fraudulent Propoſals, or 
magiſterial Dictates of the ſaid Triumvirate (as too many poor- 
ſpirited truckling Fools, and others worſe than Fools, have done. ) 
And our vigilant Triumvirate never ſlipping any Opportunity by 
which they may exert their Power over, and execute their Revenge 
upon all Men of ſtanch and honourable Principles, as occaſion 
may offer; Mr. Herring had Notice given him that they were ful- 
ly determin'd to pick a Hole in his Pocket, by trumping up ſome 
Pretence or other for eſcheating the Plantation which he had then 
lately bought, as aforeſaid, under the Colour of ſome ſeeming De- 
fect which they had diſcover'd in the Connexion of the Conveyan- 
ces thereof to him, Whereupon, confidering that the Judges of 
the Grand-Court, who were to judge thereof, were abſolutely at 
the Beck and Diſpoſal of the Governor and his Governors, (the 
Triumvirate aforeſaid.) That the Appealing from that Court to 
the Governor and Council of this Iſland, (as they are now ſtated } 
would have been much the ſame as leaping out of the Frying-pan 
into the Fire; And that Appealing again from theſe to the Queen 
and Council at home, would not only have been attended with 
great Difficulties and Expences, and might have had a very uncer- 
rain Event; but that likewiſe in any Event whatſoever, the whole 
Subject · Matter was not of a Value ſufficient to have anſwer'd all 
that Hazard, Labour, Coſts and Loſs of Time; Mr. IJlerring was 
advis'd (as the ſafeſt Courſe, for making the beſt of a bad Market) 
to take the ſtart of the Triumvirate's Tools, by informing agaiuſt 
himſelf; that is, by taking out a Writ of Eſcheat, on the afore- 
{aid pretended Ground ; to the end that, as being the Informer, 
and at the Charꝑe of ſuing the ſaid Writ, in the Queen's Name; 
Cuſtom would, in a great meaſure, entitle him to have had the 
Refuſal of the Gift thereof from the Governor, upon the Terms 
and Conditions uſual in ſuch Caſes, Upon the whole Matter, the 
Provoſt-Marſhal impanel'd ſuch a Jury, as, upon Inquiſition, re- 
turned the Value of the ſaid Plantation to be to the Queen no more 
than J. 1: 2: 6. And yet, beſides all manner of Fees to the Pro- 
voſt-Marſhal, Attorney-General, Grand-Court, Clerk of the Pa- 
rents, c. Mr. Herring was, by private Compoſition with the a- 
foreſaid Triumvirate, ſcrewed up, and forced to give a Premium 
of 1, zoo to the preſent Governor, for an Eſcheat-Patent of the 
_ Plantation, though previouſly bought by him, as afore- 
laid. q : 
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Gentleman of as confiderable an 
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Nor did they think it enough to pinch him in that manner; but 
when, at laſt he agreed to their own Terms, and offer'd, in pay- 


ment of the ſaid J. 300. to give the Governor accepted Bills, un- 


der the Hands of his Factors, (two ſufficient Merchants at Aing- 
ſton) for the like Value; the Triumvirate would not allow his 
Excellency to accept thereof : Mr. Herring then offer'd (in regard 
he was neceſſarily pre-engaged to go 30 or . Leagues to Re 
by a Sloop that was ready to ſail thither from Port- Royal, very 


early next Morning) to give an obligatory Note under the Hand 


of his Brother-in-law, Peter 3 Eſqz (who is, you know, a 

| Eſtate and good Credit as any Man 
in this Iſland) for the Payment of the ſaid l. 300 in 24 Hours time; 
that is, as ſoon as the Money could be conveniently brought from 


Kingſton : Let the ſaid Triumvirate ſtill diſſwaded his Excellency 


from accepting any Bill or Note whatſoever, in payment of the 
{aid I. 300, but only ready Money; alledging, at the ſame time, 
that the ſaid Meſſ. Beckford and Herring muſt have had ſome De- 
fign of tricking his Excellency, by their urging him to accept of a- 
ny Note or Bill in Payment of the Premium above-mention'd : 
Whereupon Mr. Herring (to ſave his then intended Paſſage by the 
ſaid Sloop) was forc'd to go immediately to Kingſton, for the ſaid 
J. zoo, which, upon his Return, he paid in Specie, about 9 or 10 
a-Clock that ſame Night, at Doctor Stewart's Houſe ; where his 
Excellency boarded ar the time. | 

And yet, after all, (by the Suggeſtions and Inſtigatiens of this 
ſame Triumvirate, K — by, Br ———-k, and St t) their 
hopeful Pupil, our wiſe, judicious, learned, pious, great, magna- 


nimous, and generous Governor, (able to defend us both by Sea 
and Land *) has, ſeveral times fince, upbraided not only Mr. Her- 


ring, but likewiſe Mr. Beckford, with alledged Ingratitude, for vo- 
ting and acting, upon ſeveral Occaſions, againſt what he was plea- 
fed to call his Intereſt, after he had condeſcended to take the a- 
bove-ſaid Premium of /. 3oo, for what, he ſaid, he was inform'd 
fince, was worth J. 500, | 

By all which you may plainly ſee afrer what manner Men of 
Probity and Integrity, and who have a due Regard to the [ntereſt 
of their Fellow-Subje&ts, whom they repreſent in the Aſſembly, 
are, and ſtill muſt expect to be treated, while the Adminiſtration 
of the Government here is continued in the Hands of theſe rapa- 
cious and devouring Cormorants. 

But, to the end this may not ſeem to be the only Inſtance of ſuch 
Proceedings, I'll furniſh you with ſome few others, of many more, 


that may (if needful) be given of our Triumvirate's over dextrous 


Management in relation to Elcheats ; without regard to either the 


Degree, Quality, Character or Circumſtances of the Perſon aggrie- 


ved, or to be aggrieved thereby ; provided They may, by any ways 


* 


* 4 Pbraſe 15A 2 Mr. R—y in a fulſom Panegyrick on the 


Gmwernor, © | 


or 
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or. means. whatſoever, obtain their Ends: For indeed, all is good 
Fiſh to them, that once happens to come into their Net. 
Thus, altho” Nicholas Blake, of the Pariſh of St Elizabeth, a Qua- 
Ker, did obtain, from the late Governor Handaſyd, a Patent under 
the Broad Seal of this Iſland, for a Plantation, to him and his 
Heirs for ever, conſiſting of two Parcels of Land, which contain, 
by Survey, about 1100 Acres, in the ſaid Pariſh, bearing Date the 
£9th of — 17-2, (whether as having been then eſcheated to 
the Queen, or not, I cannot poſitively charge my Memory, at pre- 
2 7 e venture = lay, that ai was not ob- 
tain'd per formam Fauper it) yet, be a t as it will, moſt certain 
it is that, upon the Card ever asdah dt Removal and at- 
ture for Eng „our nimble Triumvirate quickly transferring their 
mercenary Idol-worſbip from the late to the preſent Object there- 
of, fell upon Ways and Means to perſwade the ſaid Nicholas Blake, 
that, by reaſon of ſome pretended Defect in the above-recited Pa- 
tent, Ic. the Lands therein mention'd were till eſcheatable to the 
Queen ; and that the only Remedy he had left him, for main- 
taining the Poſſeſſion, and obtaining the indiſputable Right een 
was (for the preventing any other Informer, as in the aforeſai 
Caſe of Mr. Herring) to inform, and take out a Writ of Eſcheat 
againft himfelf, Sc. And that, upon his Surrender of the afore- 
recited Patent, and giving ſome reaſonable Conſideration for a new 
Patent of Eſcheat, in ample Manner and Form, for the aforeſaid 
Lands and Appurtenances, the ſaine might be unqueſtionably ſe- 
cur'd to him and his Heirs for ever: Whereupon he being prevail d 
with to proceed accordingly, the Provoſt-Marſhal impanel'd ſuch a 
Jury, as, upon Inquiſition, return'd the total Value of both the 
aid Parcels of Land to be, to the Queen, no more than 21. 2 s 6d. 
- And yet, beſides all manner of Fees and extraordinary Conſidera- 
tions to the Provoſt-Marſhal and his Deputies, to the Attorney 
General, the Grand Court, Clerk of the Patents, & c. the ſaid Ni- 
cholas Blake was, by private Compoſition with the aforeſaid Tri- 
umvirate and their Pupi!, prevail'd with (I will not ſay forced) ta 
ſurrender and deliver up the ſaid Patent, which he had ſo very late- 
ly obtain'd from the late Governor Handaſyd, and to give a Premi- 
nm of 300 J. to the Lord Ar—=-d Ha-—on, our preſent Gover- 
nor, for a new Patent of the ſatae Lands, granted de novo, in 
arch laſt, to him the ſaid Nicholas Blake, and his Heirs for 
eyer. f 
I will not ſay that any compulſory Arts were made uſe of, for 
making Nicholas Blake come into the Meaſures and Agreement 
aforeſaid ; for, it may be ſaid, Volenti non fit Injuria: But I aſſure 
„ he himſelf complain'd to me, and others too, that it coſt him 
teveral ſourneys from Leeward, beſides the Trouble of bringing his 
Friend Jfaac Gale, oftner than once, from Aingſton to Spaniſh own, 
to ſollicite on his behalf, and,to beat down the demanded Premium 
of 500 I. for the ſaid laſt Patent, before the ſaid Eſcheat Brokers 
condeſcended at laſt to accept of 3001. for the Governor's Share; 


and farther too, that a poſitive Stop was put to his obtaining what's 
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commonly granted, of courſe, to all Perſons requiring the ſame, on 
the ordinary Conditions (viz.an Order for Iurveying and meaſuring 
out ſome Waſt-Land) until firſt he'd take out the aid laſt Patent, 
and give up the former, & c. which when dene, he then got the 
ſaid Order to the Surveyor of courſe. Now whether ſuch Practice 
will anſwer the Triumvirate's pretended Zeal of ſerving Her Ma- 
jeſty's Intereſt, and encreaſing the Revenue of the Crown, I leave 
it to you, or any other indifferent Perſon to judge. 

It were an endleſs Labour to enumerate all the particular Cir- 
cumſtances of ſuch Caſes ; and therefore I ſhall, for the future, 
give you only ſome farther Inſtances of the ſcandalous Difference 
which theſe Eſcheat-Jobbers make between the pretended and* real 
Value ofſuch Eſtates as fall by (hook or by crook) under their Ma- 
nagement. 

A ſmall Plantation containing, by Survey, about 52 Acres of 
Land, in the Pariſh of St. Elizabeth, was upon Inquiſition, by a 
Jury, valued to the Queen at no more than 23. 24.5, And yet, in 
confideration of an Eſcheat-Patent for the ſame, Mr, Fohn Foſter 
(the Son-in-law, if I miſtake not, of the aforemention'd Nicholas 
Blake) _ as a private Premium, 5017. to the preſent Governor, 
beſide all ordinary Fees and extraordinary Charges, c. as in the 
former Caſes above-recited. 

In like manner, five ſeveral Parcels of Land, containing, by 
Survey, about 200 Acres, ſituated in the Pariſh of Weſtmorland, 
were, upon Inquifition, by a Jury, valued to the Queen only at 
8 Snillings and 4 Pence: And yet (beſide all Fees, and other ex- 
traordinary Charges, as in the preceding Caſes) Villiam Dorrel of 
rhe ſaid Pariſh of Weſtmorland, in conſideration of an Eſchear-Patent 
of the Premiſſes to him and his Heirs, paid (as I am credibly in- 
formed) a Premium, in large Cattle, to the Value of 2 or 300 J. 
tothe preſent Governor; and was, by Agreement, oblig'd to fate 
ten them all at his own Charge, before Delivery. 

Here I cannot forbear obſerving, even with Horror and Indig- 
nation, that Perſons intruſted with the moſt important Part of the 
Adminiſtration of the Government of ſo conſiderable a Colony as 
this Ifland of Jamaica, having had tolerable good Education, and 

rofeſſing themſelves to be Chriſtians, ſhould yet nevertheleſs (in- 
Read of anſwering theſe honourable, juſt and worthy Ends of Go- 
vernment, for which they were commiſſion'd by Her Majeſly) be 
ſo depraved in their Nature, ſo openly profane in their Converſa- 
tion, and fo flagrantly wicked in their Practices, as not only to 
make the chief Principles of the Chriſtian Religion (not exempt - 
ing the Sacred Text it ſelf) too frequently the Subject of their li- 
centious Witticiſms and Ridicule, bet likewiſe gratify their moſt 


ſcandalouſly avaricious Appetites, at the rate of looking out for, 
—— culling, ſeducing and imploying Dozens, at a time, of 
uch abandon d, ſervile Wretches; as, without any regard to the 
lacred Nature of an Oath, make no ſcruple, for certain valuable 
Conſiderations (ſuch perhaps as the cramming their naſty Guts full 
with Meat and Drink, Cc.) to return, upon Oath, That —_— 
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fate, demonſtratively-worth ſeveral Hundreds of Pounds, is worth 
only ſome few Shillings and Pence. For my part, I muſt own, ir 
is as yet a Moot Cafe with me, which of the two, whether ſuch 
'wretched Jurors, or theſe crafty and defigning Knaves who de- 
lude and imploy them, are the moſt criminal, in foro Conſcientia, 
for the manifeſt Perjuries that neceſſarily attend ſuch flagitious and 
moſt unaccountable Practices. | 
Yet we have, indeed, a ſort of Proteſtant- Jeſuits among us here 
(at leaſt ſuch as call themſelves Proteſtants, whatever Education 
they may-have had, or Profeſſion they were of, when in France, 
Etaly, or Ireland) who by fallacious and metaphyſical Diſtinctions, 
eſpecially in Caſes touching the Eſcheating of Eſtates, the Pleading 
in, and judging of Cauſes, the framing and interpreting of Laws, 
the conſulting, adviſing and intermediating with the Governor 
and others in Authority or Power, about - Decrees, Judgments, 
Letters of Adminiſtration, Probates of Wills, and Teftaments, Fa- 
vours, Rewards or Puniſhments, for or againſt Favourites or Adver- 
ſaries, &c. can as nicely ſplit a Hair, and as nimbly trump up equi- 
vocal and eluſory Solutions, for tender and ſcrupulous Conſciences, 
as any Sorbon, St. Omers, or Salamanca Caſuiſt Doctor of them all. 
This brings into my Mind a very diverting Scene, that happen'd 
Here laſt Winter: Don Gulielmo Morfeo, Captain General and Go- 
vernor in chief of the Spaniſh Coaſt of St. Domingo, having been 
in his Paſſage to the Havana, ſurprized by one of our Privateer 
—_— ſtript of a conſiderable Sum of Money, and other valuable 
s, and brought a Priſoner into this Iſland; he was, upon the 
account of his Character, treated as a Priſoner of War, at large, 
entertain'd very civilly by our Governor, the Triumvirate, the Gen- 
tlemen of the Council and others; and frequently invited to dine at 
our Governor's Table (or rather indeed that of Stewart and 
Rigby; the Governor then lodging and dieting with them.) 
This Don Gulielmo, tho' a moſt bigotted -Papiſt, being nevertheleſs 
a declared and irreconcileable Enemy to the Jeſuits, and declaiming 
frequently, with bitter Invecti ves, againſt their whole Order, Prin- 
eiples and Morals, as deſtructive to human Society, and moſt in- 
Jurious to him in particular; Mr. R—by, on the other hand, (whe- 
ther only for the {ſake of Argument, for exerciſtng his Wit, and 
ſhewing the Exquiſiteneſs of his Parts, or upon what other Account 
1 ſhall nor ſay) as frequently contradicted the Don; alledging that 
many of theſe Maxims and Poſitions expioded and decry'd by him, 
were neceſſary for the Safety and Support of Goiernment, Se. 
Whereupon, after ſeveral repeated Converſations and Diſputes on 
theſe Political Topicks, at different Times, the Don at laſt, with a 
very ſerious Air, openly at Dinner, (your Friend Mr. March and 
ſeveral others being preſent) adviſed our Governor to beware of 
Mr. Rigby, as a dangerous Man (calling him, at the ſame time, to 
his Face, Feſuita Romano, Jeſuita Italiano) for that none but a je- 
ſuit, or a Diſciple of that Order, would fo zealouſly maintain their 
Politicks and Principles. Tnis the Don repeated afterwards, in ſe- 
veral publick Companies, both in rhe Tavern and n 
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But, from that Day forward,the poor Don was never invited to ding 
with our Governor; and Mr. R—by never ceaſed till he prevailed 

with the Governor and Council, to ſend the ſaid Don Gulielmo Mor- 
feo, by one of the Queen's Ships then ready to ſail, for England; 
and (as I am joan with as ignominious and D 2 
Character of him to the Secretary of State, as Mr. 'R—by's Ma- 


lice and Reſentment could invent. 


Nor will this ſeem, at all, very ſtrange to you, when I aſſure 
you farther, That, in the open Coffee-houſe, in Preſence, and to 
the Hearing of ſeveral Officers, and other Gentlemen of undoubted 
Veracity, this ſame celebrated Wit and Politician of ours (Mr. 
Rigby) has, with ſeeming great Alacrity, and all the Marks of an 
inward Satis faction and Pieaſure, openly read and lectur'd upon ſe- 
veral Chapters of Mr. Vhiſton's late flaming Book, renewing the 
Arian Hereſy: From which (without any great Breach of the 
Rules of common Charity) one might very naturally be apt to con- 
clude, that a Perſon taking Pleaſure in propagating ſo heretical and 
dangerous a Doctrine, in tuch manner as aforeſaid, has given too 
much ground to ſuſpe&, that, if he is not already fully confirmed 
in that Hereſy, he is at leaſt pretty far Advanced in becoming one 
of the Diſciples of the heterodox Author above-named. 

And to remove the Suſpicion of my being thought too much pre- 
judic'd on this Head, I muit crave leave to acquaint you further, 
that, on St. Stephen's Day, immediately after Dinner, a certain 
Gentleman, who, among his many other admirable Qualities, is 
ſingularly noted for his conſummated Skill in modern Politicks, 
was pleas'd, with a peculiar Gaiety of Humour, to entertain our 
Governor, and ſome other Gentlemen, then preſent, (particularly 
Mr, Taber, the Rector of St. Katharine's Pariſh) with a ſummary 
and witty Account (as ſome others beſide himſelf ſeem'd then to 
think) of his own Faith, in Words to the following Effe&, viz. 
That whatever Divines and Philoſophers were pleaſed to profeſs, 
all Men, (excepting Fools and Mad-men, made their Intereſt the 
chief Object of their Deſires, and ſquared their Actions according- 


ly, when-ever they weigh'd things deliberately. That, for his 


own part, tho? (as he (aid) he had read Machiavel's Works ſeveral 
times over, he always found ſomething new therein, worthy of 
Obſervation ; and own'd withall, that he never found any thi 
therein, but what he thought might more eafily be defended and 
juſtified, than many things in the. Bible: That, as to the Penta- 
teuch, or five Books of Moſes, he muſt beg the Doctor's Pardon, 
(meaning Mr. Taber) if he could not ſcrew up his Belief to ſuch 2 
High Pin, as to think them altogether Canonical, or (to ſpeak 
more properly as he ſaid) authentick: That as for - Moſes himſelf, 
he conſider'd him as little better than ſuch another Prophet as Ma- 
homet : That by his greater Skill in Magick, and Dexterity in Le- 
gerdemain Tricks, he had fallen upon the Knack of making his Ser- 
2 eat up the other Magicians Serpents: but that his not having 
en a better Man than he ſhould have been, was too manifeſt, e- 
ven from the Story (allowing it to have been true) which he you 


6 

of himſelf, of his having murder'd the honeſt Zeyptian in the High- 
way ; and that his having been conſcious of the Heinouſneſs of his 
Guilt, appear'd undeniably from his haying hid the dead Body in 
the Sand, and then made his Eſcape, and fled away into the Land 
of Midian : That if Moſes were to have been tried for that Murder, 
at our Grand Court here in Jamaica, he (our ſaid Politician) would 

on! * the Hazard of ſtanding in his ftead, for a good round 

e. 

But, as I would willingly, as far as in me lieth, do Juſtice to any 
Perſon, who, by the Sacredneſs of his Function, is ſet apart for the 
Service of the Altar, I muſt not omit acquainting you, that (how 
obſequious ſoever Mr. Taher is alledged to be, upon other Occafions, 
to too many of our Count-Faſhions, and to the Rules of what is 
commonly, {tho* moſt abſurdly call d Good-fellowſhip) yet he then 
boo” ba mince (as I am well aſſured) took up our Political Dictator, 

confured his diſtorted Gloſs on that Text in the 2d Chapter of 
the Book of Exodus; from the 7th Chapter of the Acts of the holy A- 
pong where that Action and Proof of Moſes's Zeal, for the Safety and i 
liverance of his oppreſſed Brethren, is fully reſumed and explain d. 
And Mr. Taber had, at the ſame time, the Modeſty to own and de- 
clare, that the aforeſaid Text of the New Teſtament might proba- 
bly have eſcap'd his Memory, and our Di&ator might, with ſome 
ſeeming Victory, have triumph'd, at that Inſtant, if he (the ſaid 
Mr. Taber) had not caſually, that wy Morning, read the ſaid 
whole Chapter, becauſe the Epiſtle for the Day (according to the 
Service of our Church) is taken out of it. Wm | 
It would be an endleſs Piece of Drudgery, to you a full Re- 
cital of the many profane Witticiſms with which this Dictator bas 
occaſionally diverted himſelf and ſome others of his Brethren in I- 
niquity, about ſeveral Fragments of the Sacred Oracles, and the 

Order of Prieſthood in general; for which Reaſon I'll trouble you 
now only with one Inſtance more of this polite and ſingularly well 
accompliſh'd Gentleman's Regard to Chriſtianity, by the Concern 
which he ſhew'd for the moiſt ſolemn Act of Devotion, as well as 
the moſt ſacred Ordinance in the whole Syſtem of the Chriftian Re- 
ligion, viz. the Holy Sacrament of the Lord's Supper. | 5 

Our preſent Governor having, in compliance with the Sacra- 
mental Teſt, appointed by Act of Parliament, reſolved to receive 
the holy Communion, on the 57h of Auguſt, 1711. as being the ficſt 
Sunday of the Month, immediately after his having enter'd upon 
the Adrainifiration of the Government here; and none of the Gen- 
tlemen of the Council or Aſſembly happening to have then teceiv'd 
the Communion, with his Excellency, except only Doctor S. 
and Mr. R—hy ; our polite and nicely well-bred Gentleman (upon 
his Return from Church, after Divine Service) was pleas'd to lay, 
That out of Reſpe& to a Perſon of the Governor's Birth and Quali- 
and eſpecially at his firſt Appearance among us as Governor, all 
ths Geatlemen of the Council and Aﬀembly then in Town, ought, 
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they'd do, at any other time; and that he thought the Governer 


$ | | in Manners, to have taken the Sacrament that Day, whatever 
"II ſhould 
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ſhould look upon their N in not having taken it then, as a 
Mark of Diſreſpe& to himſelf : As if that moſt ſacred Inſtitution 
were to be confider'd and gone about, as a Matter of no greater 
Weight or Importance than as a Point of meer Ceremony and Com- 
plement : But that indeed he, and ſome few others of his Bret hren- 
Communicants thought no better of it, was too ſcandalouſly mani- 
feſt from the Groſſnels of their ludibrious and ſenſual Preparations 
the Night before, and a Repetition of the ſame vile (if not worſe) 
libidinous Exerciſes, the very next Night after receiving it. The 
whole was ſuch an aſtoniſhing mixt Scene of a ſeemingly Chriſtian 
Devotion, impious Profanation, and Heatheniſh Laſciviouſneſs, as 
I muſt own I could not readily have believed practicable, even 
the moſt abandon'd Wretches paſſing under the Denomination 
Chriſtians, had I not then had more than ordinary Proof thereof: 
And to mend the Matter, after having ſhot for ſome time thus at 
random, one of theſg worthy Communicants has fince, in a moſt 
ſolemn and avowed, tho' licentious Manner, changed Colours. Nor 
do ſome People ſcruple to fore-tell, from ſeveral probable Progno- 
Nicks, already come to paſs, that, as a Proof of his future Con- 
ſtancy, and for the Honour of his Family, he may poſſibly in time, 
be prevaild _ to celebrate a certain Popiſh Sacrament, from 
which many thouſands, in the Caſe of 4F2on or Socrates, would 
as gladly be ablolved. . 
But here, (to give the Devil his Due, as the Proverbial Saying 
is) I muſt do our Corpus Juris, Mr. Br. R, the Juſtice to ac- 
uaint you, that tho' he be pretty much taken Notice of, for having 
o many different Lodgings at once, and keeping ſuch a numerous 
Seraglio of Black Cattle, (a Name 1ronically given ſometimes here, 
to Negro Wenches) and was, upon our prelent Goveruer's Arrival 
referred to the Office and Place of her Majeſty's Attorney General 
in this Iſland, whereby it was thought he would have been oblig d, 
of courſe, to have taken the Sacramental Teſt ; yet ſo far was this 
conſ[ciencious Gentleman from joining with his Brethren of the Tri- 
umvirate, in profaning the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper, by be- 
coming an unworthy Receiver thereof, that he choſe rather not ta 
take it at all: And to the end he might not ſeem fingular in that 
particular, he farther (as the incontrolable Oracle of our Law, a true 
Son of the Church, and nice Caſuift in Divinity) did endeavour to 
perſwade ſome other publick Officers, particularly Mr. 
, that there was no occafion for their taking the Sacrament 
on that Account, nor for troubling their Heads about it . for that 
the Laws of England did not reach this Place, except in ſome ſpe- 
cial Caſes, | 
So that, to conclude this ſeeming Digreſſion, I muſt take the Li- 
berty to aſſure you, that the many pernicious Conſequences which 
the loofe aud vicious Examples of ſome Perſons at the Helm of our 
Government here, produce in the Lives, Morals and Principles, of 
too many of the Populace, afford no ſmall Matter of ſerious Refle- 
tion; and are ſo much the rather to be regretted and reformed, 
becaule there ſeems to be ſuch a Meaſure of Tractability, —_— 
neſs 


. amou 
Value brought of ſuch Elcheated Eſtate to the » 5 


bleneſs of Diſpoſition in the Natures of the Generality of the Inha- 
bitants, as renders them very ſuſceptible either of good or bad Im- 
preſſions, ' ſuitable to ſuch Examples as are laid before them, by 
their Superiors; according to that of the Poet 


Regis ad Exemplum totus componitur orbis. 


which makes it ſtill the greater Pity, that theſe few Perſons who 
have the chief Influence on the Adminiſtration of all our publick 
Afﬀairs, and ſome of thoſe alſo who are appointed to be our Spiri- 
tua] Guides here, are not Men of ſuch ſolid and well-grounded 
Principles, or exernplary Lives, as were to be wiſh'd for; for it is 
not to be expected, that pure and wholeſom Streams can run out 
of impure and poiſon'd Fountains. And tho? it be undoubtedly 
much eaſier, and attended with far leſs Pain of Body, as well as 
with leſs Care, Anxiety and Perturbation of Mind, TO BE VIR- 
TUOUS THAN TO BE VICIOUS; yet it is generally al- 


jow'd, that the Corruption of our Natures has, for the moſt part, 


ſuch a predominant Byaſs on our Inclinations, that we are more 

rone to imitate vicious than virtuous Examples; and are ſo much 
the more ſo, when ſuch Examples ſeem to carry along with them 
the Authority and Sanction of Men in Power; as the ſame is ele- 
gantly expreſs d by Juvenal, in his 14th Satyr: 8 


Sic Natura jubet ; velocius & citius nos 
Corrumpunt Vitiorum Exempla Dome ſtica, Magni: 
Quum ſubeunt animo Auctor ibi. FH, 


* And the fame Author, a little after, ſubjoins the Reaſon, 5 


Quoni am dociles imitandis 
Turpibus ac Pravis omnes ſumus,—— 


Having thus occaſionally given you a tranſient View of the Com- 
lexion and Sentiments of our Modern Politicians here, touching 
revealed Religion, and ſome of their religious Exerciſes ; I return 
now to purſue more cloſely that which I firſt propoſed ſhould be 
the chief Subject- matter of this Letter. | 
L have- already, by ſeveral demonſtrat ive Proofs, and undeniable 
Inſtances of Points of Fact, ſhewed you (Vide Pag. 6. & ſequentes) 
that, under the Colour and falſe Pretence of ſerving the Queen's 
Tntereſt, and encreafing the publick Revenues of the .Crown, the 


' Male-Pradtices of Mr. R—-by, his Confederates, Abettors, and 
Jools, have been ſo groſly fraudulent and oppreſſive, to the mani- 


Feſt Prejudice of both the Queen and the Subject, that, in the El. 
cheating of Eſtates. (whether juſtly Eſcheatable or not) as aforeſaid, 


the private Compoſition, given to the Governor (beſide what theſe 


Eſcheat-Brokers have got to themſelves) has, oftner than once, 
nted to near about 300 times as much as the pretended trifling 


(17) 
And leſt theſe our Politicians ſhould ſtill nevertheleſs pretend, 
that if, upon legal Inquiſition, the Jurors may have, thro? Ignorance 


or otherwiſe, given ground to ſuſpe& them guilty of Perjury, in 


their having valued Eſtates, eſcheatable to the Queen, at ſuch unac- 
countable Under-rates, as left Room for the Eſcheat-Patentees to 
have made ſome Preſents to the Governor, what was that to them, 
2 ſaid R — by, c. pretty innocent Lambs?) I'll give you now 
ome Inſtances of the like male- Practices in the Eſcheating and Un- 
dervaluing other Eſtates, upon account whereof the Governor had 
no Share of the Profits, but meerly the Satisfaction of gratifying his 
Favourites, and ſo has let thele (per vices) have the whole Benefit 
of ſuch Eſcheats as were granted to themſelves, whether in their 
own, or in borrow'd Names; as for example: 
Upon ſome pretended Defect in the Right and Title of one 
— Fenkins, an old blind Man, to a ſmall Eſtate honeſtly pur- 
chas'd by him, and then in his Poſſeſſion, and upon which he and 
his Family lived very comfortably, near Dry-River 1n the Pariſh of 
Clarendon ; Dr. Fobn Stuart took out a Writ of Eſcheat againſt him; 
the Jury, upon Inquiſition, valued that Eſtate to the Queen, F i 
remember right, at no more than 12 Shillings and 6 Pence : The 
Doctor obtain'd a Patent thereof gratis to himſelf, and the honeſt 
blind Man was ſent a begging, to live upon the Charity of well- 
diſpoſed Perſons. However this Proceeding againſt the blind Ob- 
ject, who was not able to help himſelf, rais'd luch a general Cla- 
mour among all Degrees of People in the Iſland, that I am told, 
(how truly I cannot ſay) our pious and worthy State-Dottor was, 
through a ſtrange Fit of Compaſſion and Charity, (Qualities nor 
very legible in his Complexion or othen Actions) prevail'd with 
thereafter, to give ſome ſmall Pittance towards keeping this poor 
blind Man from ſtarving. | 


It would be ſomewhat too preſumptuous in me, to aſſign the 


Cauſes either of God's Mercies or Judgments ; and therefore I'll 
not adventure ſo far as to ſuggeſt, that it is as a juſt Judgment on 
a certain Scotch-Iriſb, or Iriſþ-Scotch Mongrel Doctor (born at or near 
Colrain in Ireland, and bred ſometime in the Weſt of Scotland) for 
the Perverſeneſs of his Ways, the Viciouſuels of his Morals, or 


the Wickedneſs of ſuch flagrant Practices as are above narrated, he 


is, in congruity with the well-known Stupidity of his intellectual 
Faculties, very near being likewiſe affected with a bodily Blind- 
neſs : But as it is generally allow'd, that, by the conſtant Gloomi- 
neſs of his Countenance, the Downwardneſs of his Looks, his 
grunting when he eats, c. and the Coarſeneſs of his Manners, 
in all reſpects whatſoever, he very much reſembles a pretty near 


cleanly Creature, (vulgarly called a Hog) I'Il take the Liberty to 


put you in mind of an antient Obſervation and Tradition, handed 
down to us by one of the Poets : 


Diſtortum vultum ſequitur Diſtortio morum. 
B And 
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And Seneca, in his Hercules Oeteus, obſerveth, that, Licet ipſe 
neget, vultus loguitur quodcunque negat. Lea, Ovid, after he had 
in his own Perſon, and that of many others, multiplied his Ob- 
ſervations on the Frailties of Human Nature, not to call them 
worſe, has the following Exclamation in the 24 Book of his Meta- 
mor phoſes | 


Heu ! quam difficile eſt Crimen non prodere vultu ! 


So that if this buſy, officious, and impudent, tho' ignorant Tool, 
had not been caſually join'd in a Party, with ſome more ſubtle and 
cunning Sophiſters, he'd ſoon crumble away into his original, a 
moſt abject and deſpicable Nothing. 

Another Inſtance of one of theſe Favourite's obtaining the Grant 
_ of an eſcheated Eſtate to. himſelf, by Patent, under the Broad Seal 
| of this Iſland, without any manner of Equivalent for the ſame, to 

| the Governor, you have already ſet forth ia the Perſon of that po- 
1 lite Gentleman, Mr: R-——by (Vide Eng. 7th.) and the better to pal- 
1 liats and carry on his Project by Suiprize, the Negroes, for which 
he obtain'd that Patent, in his owa Favour, were, (as I am in- 
form'd) cried out at the Grand Court, and eſcheated in the Name 
(if I remember right) of one — Delamain ; tho, at that time, 
in the Poſſeſſion of Mr. James Whitchurch, then in England. 

By the like Trick (frequently uſed too on other Occafions here) 
of crying-out, at the Grand-Court, in the Name of a Perſon dead 
many Years ſince, a Freehold of about ooo Acres of very good 

Land, which old Captain Jones, then at London, has in the Parifh 
of St. Katherine, he had very near been nickt out of it; the ſame 
had inftantly been affirmed by the Court to have been devolved on, 
and veſted in the Crown, upon the account of Quir-Rents ; and a 
11 new Grant thereof executed in favour of one of our Triumvirate's 
me Tools, to whom the ſame was previoully promiſed ; if a Gentleman 
i | then by accident in Court, had not, meerly by the Deſcription and 
| 


| Bounding of the Land, diſcover'd it to be Captain Jones's; and 
1 ſo prevented that deſigned Fraud. | 
Then, as to Mr. Brodrick, he, honeſt Gentleman! would not 
(no, not for the World) take the Benefit of an Eſcheat to himſelf: 
Bur, to oblige ſo near and uſeful a Relation, as his Reverend: and 
Worthy Mother-in-law, Mrs. Olivia Reid, he carried on an Eſcheat 
for her behoof thus: A Plantation confifting of 9co Acres of 
Land, by Survey, with the Appurtenances, ſituated in the Pariſh 
of Weſtmorland, late the Eilate of Doctor Hume, a Scorchman, who 
died in this Ifland, without any Heirs that we hear of; was, upon 
Inquiſition, valued, by the Jury, to be worth to the Queen o more 
than 10. 175, 64. (To ſbew their pretended Exactneſs there muſt be 
| always ſome odd Pence.) What the real Value thereof may be, I have 
| not as yer learn'd ; but Jam morally aſſured, by very good Hands, 
| the Governor had no manner of Fee or Equivalent for the Ebcheat- 


Patent which he gave of that Eſtate 5 uuleis it be true (as ſome 
1 People 
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People do ſay) that Mrs, Olivia had ſometime before preſented 
him with a white Cow with Calf: however, be that as it will, 
I am inform'd there is one remarkable Circumſtange that hap- 
pen'd in rhe paſſing that Patent, which I muſt not omit letting you 
know, viz. After his Excellency had fign'd a Warrant, in com- 
mon Form, directed to Mr. Brodrick, as Attorney-General, and to 
Mr. Melling, as Clerk of the Patents, for preparing a Patent te 
the ſaid Mrs. Olivia Reid, and her Heirs for ever, of the 900 Acres 
of Land, and Appurtenances aforelaid ; Mr. Br— ck, upon ſe- 
cond Conſideration, for Reaſons beſt knewn to himſelf, dath'd Oli- 
via Reid's Name out of the faid fign'd Warrant, and, inſtead rhere- 
of, interlin'd the Name of John Graves (as may be ſeen by the laid 
Warrant ſtill extant in Mr. Aſelling's Office) and the Patent for the 
Premiſſes was accordingly paſs'd and executed in the Name of John 
Graves, Now, whether the ſaid Efcheat-Patent be really, and bona 
fide, for the proper Uſe and Behoof of honeſt Mr. Brodrick, or Mrs. 
Olivia Reid, or of the ſaid John Graves, or in truſt for both, or ei- 
ther of the former two, is to me as yet a Problem. 

I find likewiſe that two {mall Plamations, containing jointly 
about 500 Acres of eſcheated Land, with their Appurtenances, fi- 
tuated, lying and being, in the Pariſhes of Clarendon and Vere, re- 
ſpectively valued, by the Jurors, upon Inquiſition, to the Queen, 
the one at 19 Shillings and 7 Pence half-penny, and the other at 
81. 163. 3 d. have been, in Auguſt, 1711. granted by two ſeveral 
Patents, under the Broad Seal of this Itland, to Mr. Br--k's Coun- 
try-man and humble Servant, John Stafford, of the Pariſh of Vere, 
Shop-keeper : That another {mall Plantation, containing about zo 
Acres of eſcheated Land, with the Appurtenances, in the Pariſh 
of St. Catherine, valued to the Queen at 5 J. was by an Eſcheat- 
Patent, granted, in July laſt, to Richard Stoddard, Eſq; one of the 
Learned Judges of our Grand Court, and his Heirs : And that 3o 
Feet ſquare of eſcheated Foot-Land, with the Appurtenanzes there- 
unto belong ing, (late the Eſtate of Mary Gibſon, Widow) fituated 
lying and being in the Town of Port Royal, - was valued to the Queen 
at 9 J. and, by an Eſcheat-Patent, granted in January laſt, to Ro- 


bert Snead of Port Royal aforeſaid, Turner. But what particular 


Premiums or Brokerage (befide avowed Fees) may have been given 
to the G——=r and the faid Eſcheat-Brokers (R——by, St——t, 
Br ck) in conſideration of the {aid EicheatePatentz, with many 
others of the ſame nature, I muſt own he is wiſer than I who can 
tell: For, as none are let into that Secret, but only themſelves and 
their Cuſtomers, theſe Eſcheat- Patentees; ſo, few of theſe do ever 
dilcloſe what ſuch Patents truly coſt them; except when the Par- 
ties chiefly aggrieved by that Practice, are forced to fave their Ba- 
con, as much as they can, by becoming thus, a ſecond time, Pur- 
chaſers of their own Eſtates, as in the Caſe of Herring, Blake, &c- 

formerly mention'd. (Vide Page 8, & ſequentes. ; 
Yer, in the general, as it is demonitcatively apparent, by what I 
have already written, that all theſe eſcheared Eitates (whether juſt- 
ly cſcheatable or not) are, with a knaviſh Deſign, moſi {canda- 
B 2 Icut'y 
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_ even for the Money that defray'd the Charges of his Voyage, till | 


ſands of Pounds, Bankrupt in Reputation as well as Credit, almoſt 


wiſeſt of Men, Solomon, in the height of all his Glory, has through- 
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louſly and perfidiouſly undervalued to the Queen, and that 
the Pretence of encreafing the publick Revenue, by this Ei- 
cheating Trade, is but a meer Prerence indeed; ſo, on the other | 
hand, I aſſure you, it is (with abundance of Murmuring, Heart- 
burning, and Bitterneſs, and not without ſome Aſtoniſnment too) 
taken notice of, and daily reflected upon, That Three Perſons ſo 
lately come hither in ſuch indifferent Circumſtances; R — y then 
a Shop-keeper's 2d Son, and (as Iam credibly informed by Mr, P= 
and others) in diſgrace with his Father, remarkable by his old | 
Green Silk Stockins, having neither Money nor Letters of Credit, 
and indebted for the ſtipulated Price of purchaſing his Patent, and 


Colonel Lowe generouſly lent him 5o J. St, without having ſo 
much as tolerably good Cloathing, or whole Shoes to his Feet, and 
determin'd, thro* Deſpair (as he told C—1 B—r and others) to 
have gone and diſpoſed of himſelf among the Spaniards, till H—d 
took pity of him; and B—k worſe than nothing, by ſeveral thou- | 


diſown'd (as I have been told) even by his own Family, and not 
having a whole Shirt to his Back, as indeed he has but very rarely | 
a clean one as yet: Ir is (I ſay) remarkably wonder'd at, that 
ſuch as theſe ſhould ſo ſuddenly, not only jump into Chariots, dri- 
ving all things Fehwlike, before them; but that Two of them at 
leaſt, ſhould be likewiſe in a condition to be daily laying out al- 
moſt incredible large Sums of Money at Intereſt, upon Mortgages, 
and making Remittances into Europe, to ſecure their Retreat thi- 
ther, whenever they come to find this Iſland's juſt Indignation and 
Reſentment grow too hot for them, And, to deal ingenuouſly with 
you, their Inſolence and Tyranny are now become fo inſupport- þ 
ably great, that they have more than ſufficiently verified that old 
Obſervation and Maxim, | 8 1 


Hſperius nibil eft humili cum ſurgit in altum. 


Which I may adventure to tranſlate into a well-known Engliſb Pro- 
verb, thus: Set a Beggar on Horſeback, and he'll ride to the Devil. 

I I ſhould be far from thinking it a juſt-Reproach to, or derogato- 
ry Reflection on theſe, or any other Gentlemen, that they were once 
poor; provided they had not taken any finiſter, fraudulent, opprel- 
ſive, or other over-haſily Meaſures to become rich. But ſince the 


out the whole Book of his excellent Proverbs, given us many no- 
table Reflections on, and ſerious Cautions againſt all violent and 
haſty Courſes to become rich, as well as againſt the wicked En- 
ricers of others to follow ſuch Courſes, I'll take the Liberty to put 
you in mind of ſome of them, on this occaſion, Prov. i. 15. My 
Son, walk not thou in the way with them, refrain thy Foot from their 
Path. And after having ſubjoin'd many particular Reaſons for that 
Advice, both in that and other ſubſequent Chapters, gives then 
this very expzeſs and comprehenſive one, Chap. xxvili. 20. = 
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that maketh haſte to be rich, ſhall not be innocent. And to convince - 
us, that it is not a very difficult matter, even for Men of very ordi- 
nary Talents, to get Riches, eſpecially if they will be ſo brutiſh as to 
lay afide the Principles and Rules of Equity and Juſtice, to obtain 
them ; the — e _ tells us, _ _ — 5 — 

be gotten haſtily, at the beginning ; but the thereof ſhall not 
be Hl 5 And 2 mortify Sa 92 Pride, Vanity and Folly 
of ſuch as are too apt to value themſelves, upon the account of 
their Riches, (which way ſoeyer obtain'd) or who arrogantly at- 
tribute their being ſucceſsful in theſe, or any other worldly Acqui- 
fitions whatſoever, to the Excellency of their own conceited Parts, 
or extraordinary Skill, or perſonal Merit, he aſſures us farther, 
Eccleſ. ix. 11. That the Race is not to the Swift, nor the Battle to 
the Strong, neither yet Bread to the Wiſe, nor yet Riches to Men of 
Underſtanding, nor yet Favour to Men of Skil; but Time and Chance 
hapneth to them all. And as a Curſe entail'd on ſuch as ſet their 
Hearts on purchaſing Riches at any rate, he tells us likewiſe, rg 
v. 10. He that loveth Silver ſhall not be ſatisfied with Silver, nor 
that loveth Abundance with Increaſe. And to their farther Morti- 
fication, Prov, Xi. 4. that Riches profit not in the Day of Wrath, 8c, 

Yet nevertheleſs, as an inſatiable thirſting after more and more 
ſtill, in indefinitum, is one of the many Curſes ever attending 
Wealth wickedly obtain'd ; our Triumvirate have their Inventions 
always upon the ſtretch, and their Tools conſtantly imploy'd, in 
getting, increaſing and multiplying Riches, by many more various 
and oppreſſive Ways, Means and Methods, than you can poſlibly 
imagine, at ſo great a diſtance; a particular Narrative whereof 
would fill ſeveral Volumes: And therefore (befide ſome few occa- 
ſional Excurſions, or rather Moral Reflections interſperſed here and 
there) I'll confine my (elf, in this Letter, to the Diſcuſſion of what 
I apprehend may more immediately relate to the firſt Grounds and 
Occafion of the three ſeveral Acts of the Governor, Council and 
Aſſembly aforemention'd ; particularly the Eſcheating Trade. 

Our Triumvirate being puff'd up with their almoſt incredible 
Succels in all their Attempts for gratifying (if poſſible) their Ava- 
rice and Ambition, were not (it ſeems) as yet contented with 
their having, by the aforeſaid artful Perjuries and other Contri- 
vances, eluded, as much as in them lay, the gracious Intention of 
her Majeſty's above-recited Inſtruction (Not to diſpoſe of any Eſ- 
cheat of above the Value of tol, Vide Pag. 7th.) but took it like- 
wile for granted, they had got ſuch an abſolute Aſcendant over his 
Excellency, in all reſpe&s whatſoever, that they might prevail 
with him, one way or other, to have jumpt over the — 
Inſtruction, for good and all: Becauſe many Eſtates brought under 
the Denomination of Eſcheats (how juſtly I will not ſay) are ſo 
very notoriouſly known to be of ſuch conſiderable real Value, that 
to have had them reſpectively valued by Juries, within the Limi- 
tation of 101, each, at moſt, could not, under the colour of any 
Sham-Rule whatſoever, be eaſily projected. For, even by the low- 
eſt Rules of Computation, or 1ather Appreciation, commonly _ 
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_ by our ordinary Eſcheat-Juries here in Jamaica, ſome of theſe are 
_ valued to the Queen at 201. ſome at 30 ſome 40 1. ſome 501. 
ſome 100 l. ſome 200 l. and ſome much more. From all which 
Premiſſes you may modeſily conclude, that the real Value of theſe 
Eftates ſo eſcheated, and not as yet abſolutely diſpoſed of, will 
_ to ſome ſmall matter more than the Value return'd by the 
Ju N 4 | ; 
However, I am now to give you an Inſtance of our Trium vi- 
. rate's Reſolution to have made his Excellency break through Her 
Majeſty's aforeſaid Inſtructions intirely x if an Accident had not 
baulk d their Deſign, at that time. | | 
The Eſtate of Mary Swintee, of the Pariſh of Port Royal, deceaſed, 
being upon a Writ of Eſcheat and Inquiſition thereon taken in Au- 
4 2718. by a Jury, valued at 1001. and adjudged by the Grand 
rt, held in November laſt, to be veſted in Her Majeſty ; our 
Triumvirate, {ome time thereafter, repreſented to the Governor 
the great Worth and Merit of the Naval Officer here, Villiam Nor- 
vi, Eſq; (one of their Favourites and thorough-pac'd Tools in the 
Aſſembiy, the Admiralty-Court, and the Magiſtracy of Port Royal) 
and therefore intreated his Excellency would be pleaſed—to grant 
him an Eſcheat-Patent of the Premiſſes, which his Excellency pro- 
miſed he would; but upon what Conditions I have not heard. 
His Excellency having accordingly given Orders to his then Se- 
eretary, Mr. Mackenzie, to have drawn a Warrant to the Attorney- 
General and Clerk of the Patents, to have prepared an Eſcheat- 
Patent of the Premiſſes, to the ſaid Villiam Norris and his Heirs ; 
the Note by which the faid Warrant was to have been drawn, be- 
ing very general, except as to the Butting and Bounding, and no 
ment ĩon being made therein (as uſual in ſuch Caſes) ofgthe Value 
returned by the Jury, c. he went to the Clerk of the Grand 
Court*s Office, where he found what he wanted. 
Mr. Mackenzie thereupon deferred making out the ſaid Warrant, 
till the Triumvirate and Mr. Norris complained ſeverally to his 
Excellency 3 who thereupon reprimanded him, and gave him freſh 
Orders to diſpatch it, as before: But he being determin'd in bis 
own Mind, neither to write nor counterſign 2 Warrant that would 
have been a manifeſt Violation of Her Majeſty's particular Inſtru- 
Aion above recited, dictated the {aid Warrant to bis Clerk, inſer:- 
ing the Jury's Valuation of the ſaid Eſtate, and chen carried it, 
with ſome other Papers, to be ſign'd by the Governor, who hap- 
ning to be, at that time, alone, ſign'd them all immediately, in 
courſe, as they were laid before him: Whereupon Mr. Mackenzie 
.\ took that Opportunity (he very ſeldom having any ſuch, as I have 
8 deen frequently told) to ſay, He thought himfelf in Duty bound to 
1 8 expoſtulate a little with his Excellency, touching the Contents of 
"11 the aforeſaid Warrant; that as he apprehended it to be a manifeſt 
8 Infract ion of the aforeſaid Article of Her Majeſſy's Infirutions to 
1 his Excellency (eſpecially ſnould a Patent paſs thereon) he humbiy 
=: deſired to be excuſed, if he could not perſwade himſelf to counter- 


fign it; leſt peradventure he might aiterwards happen to be _— 
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are for the Faults of ſome other People, who (he 
5ol. would very little regard who ſhould be blam'd for their Advice, in 
hich chat, or any thing elſe, provided they might, in the mean time, 
heſe WM compaſs their own Ends; and that therefore he hope d his Excellen- 
will cy would, upon more mature Deliberation, reſolve not to be pre- 
the Ml vail'd upon, by the artful Perſwaſions or deluding Practices of any 
Perſon or Perſons whatloever, to give away, or diſpoſe of, any E- 
m vi- cheat valued above 10 l. (and much lefs this one valued at 100 l. 
Her without a fpecial Allowance ſrom Her Majeſty, for ſo doing, &. 
not at which his Excellency colour'd extremely, without ſpeaking one 
| Word; read the [aid Warrant ſoftiy to himſelf ; and then (after 

pawting, fometime, thereon) tore away his Subſcription. from 3t. 

I had this Account lately from Mr. Mackenzie s own Mouth ; 
and to confirm the Truth thereof, he let me fee that very Warrant 
it ſelf, which was on the 4th Day of March laſt, fign'd and can- 
celPd by his Excellency as aforeſaid, whereby I obſerved that ſome 
Fragments of ſeveral Letters of his Exce llency's Subſcription were 
ſtjly viſibly remaining. But what pafs*d thereafter between his Ex- 
cellency, the Triumvirate, and Mr. Norri, touching the Premiſſes, 
Mr. Mackenzie could not inform me: However, before that Month 
was at an end, he was made fenfible with a witnefs, that his Con- 
duct in relation to the aforelaid Efcheat, was added to the Black 
| Liſt of his other unpardonable Crimes againft the Triumvirate ; as 
Mr. Norris was to the Number of his avowed Enemies. 

I will not anticipate the Vindication of all or any Part of Mr. 
Mackenzie s Behaviour and Conduct, ſince he came hither ; he be- 
ing, in every reſpect; very capable of doing it himſelf, and deſign- 
ing home very ſpeedily, by the Defiance Man of War, if the Tri- 
umvirate ſuffer our Governor to fign. his Ticket of Leave: Yer, 
nevertheleſs, I cannot forbear taking notice in the general, of the 
great Diſcouragements and moſt unjuſt Oppreſſions he has labour d 


been moſt arbitrarily impriſon'd, for 28 Days time, upon a very 
falſe Accuſation ; and that tho', in compliance with the utmoſt 
Extremity required by the Laws and Cuſtoms of this Hand, for 
| obtaining Leave to go off, he gave in Auguſt laſt, rooo J. Security 
into the Secretary's Office, for anſwering any Debts that he mighe 
be ſuppoſed to have contracted here (which I have good ground to 
believe are none at all) yet (notwithſtanding thereof, and the ma- 
ny Sollicitations and Importunities of ſeveral Gentlemen on his 
account) the Governor has not, to this Hour, fign'd' his Ticker ; 
nor is there any Appearance of his Willingneſs to ſign it ar all; 
tho' it be no more than what, by the Laws, he is obliged to do, 
of courſe. But, be that as it will, I believe Admiral Walker, 
Commadore Littleton, Captain St. Lo, and indeed all the Sea-Offi- 
cers here, ale ſo much Mr. Mackenzie's Friends, and ſo ſenſible 
of the baſe and oppreſſive Uſage he has had frem the Governor 
and his Triumvirate, in all reſpe&s whatever, that (under the 
Roſe) he reckons upon having his Paſſage hewſoever, on board 
the ſaid Man of War, without any regard to His rct 9 the 

A | cver- 


ſaid, he was afraid} 


under, ever fince he came hither, and particularly of his having 


_— * 


Governor's Ticket; he having already done all that was incumbent 
on him to have done for obtaining it. And really the extraordi- 
nary Earneſtneſs which the Trium virate do ſhew for his being ſtill 
detain'd here, nolens volens, by hook or by crook, and their making 
ridiculous and notoriouſly falſe Reſolves of Council, to be tranl- 
mitted home, by way of anticipation, to his Prejudice, ſeems to 
me, and to all unbiaſs'd Perſons here, to flow and proceed from a 
checking Conſciouſneſs of their own. Demerits, and a Terror of his 
expoſing them, in his juſt Reſentment, whenever he gets ſafe again, 
out of their Clutches, into the Land of Liberty. 

And, by the by, to make good the old Latin Proverb, Solatium 
miſeris multos habere pares, I cannot bur think it, in ſome ſenſe, a 
Comfort to Mr. Mackenzie, (ſuch as it is) That he is not the only 
one of all the Gentlemen who accompanied our preſent Governor, 
the Lord Archibald Hamilton, hither, that has been diſappointed 
of his Excellency's promis'd Favour and Juſtice : For all and every 
one of them (whether Volunteers, Expe&ants, or actually Fee'd 

Servants) whom the Triumvirate, upon N into their ſeve- 
ral Characters, Capacities and Circumſtances, ſuſpected of Under- 

Kanding, Integrity and Courage enough to have, in their reſpective 
Spheres, detected, oppoſed and fruſtrated their (the ſaid Trium- 
virate's) then intended Practices, were, in leſs than 14 Days time, 
after his Excellency's Arrival here, not only remov'd (and in ſome 
meaſure baniſh'd) from about his Perſon and Confidence; but like- 
wiſe treated with Inſolence and Contempt, and ſeveral of them 
uſed as if they were little better than mere ſcoundrel good-for-no- 
thing Fellows. 

The Gentlemen who have been thus diſappointed are particu- 
larly, Mr. David St. Clair, a younger Son of my Lord St. Clair of 
Scotland ; Mr. Robert Paterſon, the younger Brother of Sir Hugh 
Paterſon, Baronet, and very nearly related to the Governor; Mr. 
Richard Dereham, Brother of Sir Thomas Dereham, Baronet, (all 
three Volunteers ſeverally recommended to the Governor's Favour 
and Patronage, by his Grace the Duke of Hamilton, and other Per- 
ſons of Quality) Mr. Robert Dowglas, recommended to his Excel- 
lency by his Grace the Duke of Roxburgh ; Mr. Elliot, 2 
young Gentleman, Heir to an Eſtate, recommended by Sir Gilbert 
Elliot of Stobs, Baronet, and Mr, Baillie, one of the Lords Com- 
miſſioners for Trade; Patrick St. Clair, Doctor of Phyſick, and 
younger Son of Sir Robert St. Clair, Baronet 3 who, tho? he came 
over in the Quality of the Governor's Phyſician, with large Aſſu- 
rances of his Excellency's Favour, was, under the colour of a 
friendly, tho peremptory Advice, commanded by the Governor, to 
go and live at Port Royal, a ſmall Iſland, about 14 Miles diſtant 
from Spaniſh Town, the Seat of the Government, leſt (as there was 
indeed juſt ground to ſuſpect) his Practice ſhould much interfere 
with that of Doctor John St , one of our beloved Triumvitate: 
And when, upon the Invitation of ſeveral Gentlemen of conſide- 

rable Intereſt and Eſtates, Doctor St. Clair return'd again to Spaniſ# 
Town, in about three Months time thereafter, and went to wait 
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upon the Governor, to acquaint him thereof; his Excellency,in a ve- 
ry angry manner, diſapprov d of the Doctor's Return, and has not 


condeſcended ſo much as to ſpeak to, or return him a Hat, ever fince, 


Lieutenant Foby Mebeux, who came hither a Volunteer with out 
Ne as being Lr recommended to his Favour, 
both by the Duke and Datchels of Ormond ſeverally, is unprovided 
for, to this Hour; tho' his Excellency has, in the mean time, pre- 
ferred ſeveral others, who never ſaw a Shot fired againft an Ene- 
my, to Commiſſions in Zandaſyde's Regiment. 

Mr. Patrick Hamilton, late Sheriff of the City of Cork in Irelmd, 
a very modeft Gentleman of good Education, honourable and 
worthy — 4 of Experience in Trade, and of as fair a gene- 
ral Character for Probity, Honeſty and Capacity (by a very ſolem n 
Certificate, ſign'd by the whole Corporation, and under the com- 
mon Seal of that City, in a Silver Box, with a ſuitable Inſcription) 
as any Man that ever lived in it, happening to have had great Misfor- 
tunes, by Loſſes at Sea and other ways, during this War, came hither in 
the Quality of the Governor's Steward; and tho? he was earneftly 
recommended by the Duke of Z/amilton,Sir Alexander Cairns and o- 
thers, yet was ſuddenly diſmiſs'd quite out of his Excellency's Ser- 
vice ; as were likewiſe Mr. Fol» Dupray, a Confe&ioner, and 
Gundimore, a very good Cook, tho' both were upon 
ftated Wages : But what Wages Mr. Hamilton was to have had, I 
forgot to enquire. This Account I had ſeverally from the reſpec- 
tive Perſons above-named, and confirm'd by other Hands. MN 

Upon the aforeſaid Diſmiſſion, the ſaid Gundimore's Wife fell 
ſick, and broke her Heart, and died ; and he himſelf, for want of a 
Ticket, ſigned by the Governor and Mr. Rigby, in common Form 
(which was poſitively refuſed, unleſs he could give 10001. Security 3 
and how could he, poor Man ?) was forced to uſe Means to get off 
the Iſland, and return to England, by Stealth, about 13 Months ſince. 

Fobn Dupray fell deſperately ſick, upon his Diſappointment z and 
was at the Point of Death, till his Country-man, Mr. Lewis Galdy, 
an eminent Merchant in Pore-Koya}, thro' Charity and Compaſſion, 
ſupplied him with all Neceſſaries; and, after Recovery, truſted 
him with a ſmall Stock, to ſet up Shop with. 

Mr. Patrick Hamilton lingred out ſome time, but could never digeſt 
the Shock which his aforeſaid unexpected Diſmiſſion gave him; was 
ſtruck into a kind of Deſpair, tho? he endeavour'd to conceal itz yet 
the Senſe he had of his on Circumſtances overcame his Spirits, at 
laſt; ſo fell fick and died. | 

Joſeph Marſhal, the Governor's Valet d' Chambre, being then 
likewiſe predetermin'd to have been diſmiſs'd; his Wife (who was 
of a paſſtonate Temper ) cry d out, and roar'd againft the Go-——r, 
fell ſick, and ſoon died: And then, upon farther Conſideration, for 
fear of diſobliging the Earl of Orkney (whom, as I am told, the faid 
Marſhal Rog OY ſerved) he the ſaid Marſhal has been hitherto 
continued in the ſame Station; but upon ſuch a precarious footing, 
and ſo frequently bated, that, I am told, he has lately apply'd 
0 Mr, 71, &, for OT. Service, | 
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ſomewhere up in the 
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Thomas Mac- Mullen, who came hither, upon ſettled Wages, in 


the Quality of his Excellency's Groom, tho” he ſery/d. his time 
to a Barber, happening to marry a Barber*'s Widow, and Praying 


i . 


to be diſcharged; was diſmiſs'd, upon Condition to quit his pre- 


ceding. Wages, which he accardiugly did, 


"Mr. Robert Paterſon return d home in December laſt. 
Mr. Robert Dowglaſs.return'd home in April laſt. 
Mr. Gilbert Elliot, by, walting for the Governor's Ticket 
(which was refuſed, till he'd find 1000 J. Security) miſs'd: his 
Paſſage, which he took on board the,——— Galley of. Briſtol, in 
O Aober laſt ; fell thereupon ack, and ſoon after died. 
Mr. Richard: Dereham (after having ſpent: the - ſmall Stock of 


Money be. obne Jorg, with him, and after having apply'd ſe- 
E 


veral times to the Governor and his Secretary, by Letters and o- 

therwiſe, to put his Excellency in mind of him) was forced at 

laſt, through mere Wu, to enter into very mean Service, 
lountains. 5 : 

Then, as to Mr. Mackenzie, tis more than probable, he: alſo 

had been diſmiſs d with the reſt, ſoon after his Arrival here, as an 


* 


alelels Charge, and, in every reſpect, uncapable.of - informing or 


adviſing his Excellency, touching any thing relating to the Admi- 
niſtration of the Government of this Iſland; becauſe (as if the 
Change of Cli mates had deprived Men of the former Exerciſe of 
their rational Faculties) he was never here before; in cafe the 
Governor himſelf had not then (as I am crediby informed) ac- 
knowledged he was under ſuch pasticular Engagements to him, 


that he could not well turn him off, ſo .ſuddenly, without ſome 


Pretence or other againſt him: Whereupon the Triumviiates 
Project ever after, was to manage Matters ſo, that he ſhould, un- 
der the Mask of a pretended Friendſhip, be kept conſtantly em- 


ploy id in Affairs, which could yield him little or no Credit, Re- 


patation. or Profit; and yet might afford them (according to their 
diſtorted Inſinuations) ſome ſeeming Pretence of whiſpering into 
the Governor's Ear, ſuch: Suggeſtions and indirect Reproaches, as 
might tend to lefizn his Excellency's Opinion of the Uſefulnels of 
the ſaid Mackenzie's Service; that he the ſaid Mackenzie ſhould 
never be allowed to be in Company with the Governor, on any Oc- 
caſion, but when ſome. or all of themſelves were conſtantly preſent; 
and then, by degrees, to pick German Quarrels with him, and put 
his Excellency upon extorting and exacting at laſt ſuch extravagant 
arbitrary Shares of his ordinary Fees from him, as no Gentleman, 
having any competent Meaſure of Spirit and Capacity, could ever 
bear with 3 eſpecially confidering the Governor's Expreſs and re- 

eated Engagements to the contrary, both by Word and Writing 

as Mr. Mackenzie aſſures me) before he was prevail'd upon to 
accompaay his Excellency hither : And, in Confirmation of what 
ry before, Mr. Mackenzie ſaith likewiſe, that fince his Arrival 

ere, he never was, to this Hour, allowed to lie one Night in the 
ſame Houſe with his Excellency; nor to accompany him, on any 
one Progrels into the Country ; nor to ride any of his Horſes, nor 
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to'uſe his Chariot or Chaiſe, on -any'Ocaafion whatſoever x "tho? 


too notoriouſſy common to others of much meaner Charatters, 


| 3 a cettain Cock Maid, ho pretended to command 
th 


e ſame at Pleaſure, aid allo to her chief Goſſip, à certain Ta- 


vern- Keeper, who (tho never married) has had feveral Baſtard 


Children to as many different Fathets. * 

But really one of the moſt fingular and ſhocking Inſtances of a 
vitiated and depra ved Nature, as well as a pervetſe and inhuman 
Inclination, xowards poor Mr. Mackenzie (Who, on many Confide- 


rations, might very reaſonably have expected ſome other ſort of 


Treatment) was this: That When, upon the Death of his Son (a 
very comely and ingenious Youth) on the 67h Day of November 
Hſt, at Night, my Lord St. Clair's Son above-named, went very 
Mackenzie*s Requieſt, and in his Name) the next 
Morning, to acquaint our Governor thereof ; to make an Apolo- 
gy for Mr. Mackenzie's neceflary Abſence that Day; and to in- 
vite his Excellency to the Funeral ; his Excellency, inſtead of con- 
1 to do the poor afflifed Gentleman the Courteſy and 
Honour of coming, in the Cool of the Evening, ſo far as 260 Pa- 
ces, to the ſaid Funeral (from which Mr. Rigby, he being then 
with his Excellency, 'openly diiſwaded him) was moreover ſo 
void of the Bowels of Chriſtian Charity and Compaſſion, on that 
Occaſion, that (ſoonafter.Mr. St. Clair's Return) two ſucceſfive 
Meſſages were ſent, by a Footman, to Mr. Mackenzie, requiring his 
immediate Attendance on the Governor; with peremptory Or- 
ders to bring along with him all the Commiſſions for Colonel 
Lowe's Militia-Regiment of Foot (which were moſtly, if not all, 
of the ſaid deceaſed Youth's hand-writing) with ſoft Sealing-wax, 
cut Papers for the Seals, &c. This was ſuch a ſurprizing and 
pinching Dilemma to the ſaid Mackenzie, at ſuch a ſuncture, 
that, by Means thereof, tre muſt unavoidably have ſubje&ed him- 
ſelf either to the ſeemigg, tho? unjuſt Cenſure of contemning and 
not obeying his Exceltency's Commands, if he went not inſtantly 
to wait on him; or to the Obloquy and more juſt Reproach of be- 
ing thought very unnatural, in caſe he had then gone, to have 
buſted himſelf about the finiſhing Commiſſions that he knew re- 
ired no manner of hafte, (and which, by rhe by, were not de- 
liver'd out, in a Month's time, after they were finiſh'd) when he 
ſhould have been imploy'd in doing the laſt Chriſtian as well as 
Parental Duty to his Son; which not only the Ties of Nature, but 
even common Decency requir'd at his Hands, and could in no Re- 
ſpe& have admitted of any Delay, in this fo warm a Climate : 
Whereupon (to prevent the ſiniſter Deſign which he ſuſpected, of 
miſconſtruing any verbal Anſwer he could have given, on that Oc- 
caſion) he ſent his Excellency a grave Apologetick Anſwer in 
writing; a Copy whereof I have ſeen, Yer nevertheleſs when, on 
the next ſubſequent Day, after the Funeral (which was, in every 
Reſpe&, very decently performed; all the Gentlemen of the Coun- 
eil and Aſſembly, then in Town, except the Governor and Mr. 


Rigby, having been preſent at . beſide many others) Mr. Mac- 
Tos | 6-2 : 
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1% =» Kenzie went, in ſuitable Mourning, to wait on his Excellency 

i (with whom Mr. Rigby was, at that time, likewiſe) neither the 

_ one, nor the other, thought fit to take the leaſt notice, directly, 
ot indirectly, of the Occaſion of his the ſaid Mackenzie's being 
then in ſuch Mourning, any more than if they had never heard a- 
m thing of the Matter: But, with a very ſupercilious Air, or- 
dex d him to finiſh the aforeſaid Commiſſions forthwith. - * 
I muſt own the whole Courſe of their Behaviour on this Occa- 
ſion, ſeem'd to me to have carried along with it, ſuch an unpa- 
rallel'd Indication of propos Malice, and moſt barbarous Inhu- 
manity, as even the bloodieſt Warriours and Conquerors that ever 
lived, would ſo far have ſcorn'd to have been guilty of, that they 
ſeldom or never refuſed to their vanquiſh'd Foes,. a Ceſſation of 
Arms, when demanded, for burying of their Dead. Good God 
That Perſons profeſſing themſelves Chriſtians, ſhould thus delibe- 
rately ſhew ſo little Regard to the unavoidable Concern, which 
common Decency,as well as Nature, requires from a Parent, on ſo 
__. Turprizing an Occaſion ! Whereas the much more religious and 
mpaſſionate Heathen could ſo feelingly exclaim againſt any ſuch 

uppoſed Inhumanity, thus: FD | | 


Qui Matrem niſi mentis inops, in funere nat i, 
Flere vetat? 


Who, but a Tyrant-Monſter, would forbid ja 


A Parent's Mourning, o'er a Son, when Dead? 
Or on his Hearſe lome parting Tears to ſhed ? 


The Confideration of ſuch baſe and unexpected vile Uſage, as 
poor Mackenzie then met with; the Senſe he had of his other 
grievous Diſappointments, in the general; together with the ſud- iſ 
den Death of his Son, who was not above three Days fick ; and 
his want of ſleep, on that Occaſion; made Tuch a deep Impreſſion on 
hzs Spirits, as threw him into a dangerous Fever, which had very 
near coſt him his Liſe. And yet, ALL THAT was but a Pro 
1ogue to the uninterrupted Series and Concatenation of the many i 
ſtudied Arts of arbitrary Violence and unaccountable Oppreſſions, 
under which he has, with incredible Patience and Fortitude, la- 

. bour'd ever ſince, | 7 

I had almoſt forgot to acyuaint you, that as there is ſeldom of 
never any General without an Exception, ſo among thoſe that 2c. 
companied his Excellency hither, there happen'd to be one, and 
bur one, Babe of Grace (Mr. Villiam Cockburn, the younger Son 
of one of the Judges in Scotland) who having managed Mattels 
ſo, that he dared not adventure to ſhew his Head any longer in 

| | 4 England, Scotland, Holland, Hamburgh, &c, for fear of being clap! 
18 clote into Iymbo, made his Eſcape hither, as being one of the la 
© |! Reſorts of Perſons ſo ſlated. Our Triumvirate ſoon underſtood 
 HHY what Uſe to make of ſuch a Tool, whenever Occaſion offer d; 


and, without doubt, ply'd him accordingly ; For tho? he Ei. 
| | im- 
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himſelf the Air of joining with others, in condemning and ery- 
ing out exceedingly againſt their Conduct and Influence, during 


the firſt 8 or 9 Months, after his Arrival here; yet he no ſooner 
had a View of OY to Mr. Mackenzie, as Secretary to his 
Excellency, and Clerk of the Council, than he changed his Note, 
and render d himſelf meritorious with the ſaid Triumvirate, and 
their Pupil, by giving himſelf openly the Lye, as to his formerly 
profeſs'd Sentiments concerning them, and by informing falſly, 
and even perjuriouſly, againſt ſome of thoſe, to whoſe Friendſhip 
he was moſt obliged, while he remain'd here in a State of Pere- 
grination, before his Advancement to Mr. Mackenzie's Office. 
Mr, St. Clair intends to go for England, by the Defiance Man of 
War ; and is able to give a more particular Account of his own 
and Mr. Mackenzie's Treatment, fince they came hither. 


To all diſcerning and unbyaſs d Perſons here, it looks like Infa- | 


tuation, that a Gentleman born of a noble Family, and veſled 
with the Deputation of a ſovereign Power, ſhould ſo far depre- 
tiate his own Quality, and proſtitute the Dignity and Credit of 
that Commiſſion which he has the Honour to bear, as, on the 
one hand, to admit ſuch a notorious Compoſition of Ignorance 
and Impudence, as that grunting Mongrel Animal, our Hog- 
Do r (tho? a buſy officious Tool) to be, on all Occafions whart- 
ſoever, whether publick or private, one of his Ex cy's 
moſt familiar and favourite Companions z eſpecially when here 
are Gentlemen of liberal Education, opulent Fortunes, and ho- 
nourable Principles, among whom he might eafily have made a 
much better Choice; and, on the other hand, ſuffer himſelf to 
have been ſo very inſenſibly at firſt fight, and ever ſince implicitly 


captivated, enſnar'd, and deluded, by the fawning and ſycophan- 


tick Addreſſes, the ſmooth artificial Smiles, the fulſom deſign- 
ing Flatteries, the cloſe and paraſitical Attendance, the ſervile 
and indefatigable ſeeming Obſequiouſneſs, the frothy, obſcene 
and prophane Witticiſms, the many falſe Inſinuations, and mali- 
cious Suggeſtions, the artful, crafty, and moſt injurious Contri- 
vances, and with the fallacious, equivocal, gawdy, and affected 
Oratory of ſo over faſhionable a Demi-Foreigner, and ſo groſly 


| dil-ingenuous a Sophiſter, as our Machiavel Junior, (the ſaid Mr. 


R—by) whoſe Character may bear at leaſt ſome faint Reſemblance 
to that which was given of Cinna, one of the Roman Conſuls, That 
be had a Head to contrive, a Tongue to perſwade, and a Heart to per- 
petrate (and, for ought I know, a Hand alſo to execute) any Mi/- 
chief whatſoever, to gratifie an inſatiable Avarice, Ambition, Luſl, 
or Revenge, | 
And then, as to our Corpus Juris, Brodrick , (the Third 
Member of our governing Triumvirate) the odiouſneſs of his 
ſcandalous Character is ſo very well known in England. Ireland, 
Montſerrat, and this unhappy Ii}and, that I need not trouble you 
now with any Deſcription of thoſe heterogeneous Parts which 
compoſe the lame. = 
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| 'Yet fill, whenever it happens'ſo, that, thro' the want of ei. 


ther ſufficient Penetration and Judgment to diſcern, Capacity to 


enſwer and refell, or Courage to ſlight the plauſibility of fuch ſo- 


- phiſtical Arguments, as are advanced under the falfe Colour (tho? 


pecious Pretences) of ſerving their Intereſt, aggrandizing the 
Powers and Fortunes, and of adminiſtring to their Pleafuree 3 Per 
fons in higheſt Authority ſuffer themſelves ta be thus ſurpriz d 
into a more than ordinary Familiarity with deſigning Sy hants 
they ſeldom or never eſcape being ſooth'd into an — and agreea- 
ble, tho* fatal Belief, That all the charming Aduletions, and ful. 
1 — theſe crafty — 7 a are a Tribute really due 
to ſome ſingular (how imperceptible ſoever) Merit in the 
according to that of Juvenal > 4 | OY 
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And being thus, by the pleaſing Enchantment and Delufion of that 

falſe Mufick, once plunged into ſuch a deep Lerhargy, as ſhats up 
all the Avenues ta their Reaſon ;. few ever recover ſuch a true 
Senſe and Taſte of Perſons and Things again, as to take warning 
from that notable Confeſſion and Admonition of Ovid, in the 34 
Book of his Eleg ies: X 


Deſine Blanditias, & verba potentia quondam 
Terdere; non ego ſum Stultus ut ante fui. 


Which J have adventur'd to render into Engliſh,” thus: 


Forbear your Fawning; Flatter me no more 3 
I am not now the Fool I was before. 


And, among the many wiſe Obſervations of Solomon, on the in- 
numerable Miſchiefs wrought by Lying and Flattery, he gives the 
following expreſs Caution, againſt a diſſembling Flatrerer, Prov. 
26.25. When be ſpeaketh fair, believe him not; for there ave ſeven 
Abominations in his Heart. And, Ver. 28. A lying Tongue hateth 
thoſe that are afflited by it, and a flattering h worketh Ruin. 
And, without doubt, God comprehended tuch as theſe in that 
Cuiſe which he-denounc'd by the Mouth of the Prophet 1/aiah, 
ch. 5. 20. Wo unto them chat call Evil Good, and Good Evil ; that put 
Darkneſs for Light, and Light for Darkneſs ; that put Bitter for Sweet, 
and Sweet for Bitter. And, a little after, ver. 23. Who juſtifieth the 
Wicked for Reward, and take away the Righteouſneſs of the Righteous 

om bim. | a: 

N It was the ſaying of a late ingenious Author, That the Inhabi- 
rants of a City or Province, whole Governor is himſelf govern'd 


dy others, muſt of all People be the moſt miſerable : Alluding, 


no doubt, in ſome teſpect, to that of the Wiſeman, Eovcl. 10. 16. 


Vo to thee, O Land, when thy Ang is a Child, (that is, a Perſon 
: not 


that 
[faiah, 
at put 
Swect, 
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hte0u 


nhabi- 
vern'd 
uding, 
to. 16. 
Perſon 

not 


not — of diſcerning or diſtinguiſhing Good from Evil; Right 
from Wrong, Truth from Falſhoad, Vice from Virtue, or how 
to decree Juſtice and Judgment, &c.) And in Confirmation there- 
af, Gad complaining of the general defe&ion and perverfeneſs of 
his People, threatens to yu them by the Mouth of hisPropher 
Iſaiah, ch. 3. 4, 5. And Iwill give them Childrew to he their Princes, 
and Babes ſpall rule over them. And the People ſhall be oppreſſed; eve- 
ry. one by another, and every one by his Neighbour : The Child ſball 
behave himſelf. proudly. againſt the Ancient, and the baſe againſt the 
honourable, And then, ver. 12. 4s for my People, Children are their 


"Oppreſſors,. and Women rule over them, Now if the Governor of a 


Province or Colony, happen to be a Perſon not endowed with ſuch 
Qualifications as are neceſſary for good Government, but muſt 
himſelf be implicitely directed by others; then how mucii. more mi- 
ſerable muſt the Caſe of that Province or Colony be, when theſe o- 
thers are no way accountable for ſuch Governor's Male-Adminiſtra- 
tion; and when that Province happens to be ſo far diſtant from the 
Imperial Seat and Fountain of Government, that the Remedy of 
going thither to ſue for Redreſs, may probably prove worſe (if 
worſe can be) than the Diſeaſe it lelf. | | 

I ſhall ever pay a due regard to the Memory of that gallant and 
worthy Gentleman, Major General Selwyn, who, upon his. firſt 
Arrival here, Anno 1701. in the Quality of Captain General, and 


ous Advices, Whiſperings, and Inſinuations of Two very crafty 


| and deſigning Perſons, (Colonel H——ry L-— we, and Colonel 


R——4d Ll——4) touching the Conſtitution of the Iſland, the 
Characters, Humours, and Inclinations of certain particular Per- 
ſons, &5c. with the view of ſcrewing themſelves into bis Favour; 
lo as to become his chief Confidents and Tutors ; heard them 
ot, very patiently, for ſeveral Days; and then, at laſt, expreſs'd 
himſelf to them in Words to the following Effect: Gentlemen, I 
have given you a full hearing. I thank you for your Advice; I'll ob- 
ſerve ſa-much of it as I think convenient ; I can ealily ſee what you 
drive at; but I would have you take notice, that I came not hither 


vith a. flabbering Bibb, and leading Strings : Tet, Gentlemen, if you 


pleaſe to compromiſe the Matter, You (Mr. Ive) ſhall govern 
or one Month, and you (Mr. LI d) ſhall govern another Month'; 
but, depend upon it, 1 ſball govern, my ſelf, all the Time after, du- 
ring vn ſtay here. This was ſo obvious a Rebuke for their perulart 
offiaioulneſs, that neither they, nor any other, . pretended to direct 


him ever after; except, when he thought fir to aſk their Opinions 


or Advice in Matters under 'deliberation at the Time. He was a 
Gentleman of a very goodly Preſence, of bright natural Parts, 
and very good acquired Endowments; an excellent Soldier; im- 
partial in the Adminiſtration of Juſtice; frugal without Parſimo- 
ny, and generous withaut Prodigality. In ſhort, God did not 
think us worthy of being long blefled with ſuch a Governor; for 
he died:before the end of that Lear. 


After 


Governor. of this Iſland, being continually teazed with the offici- 
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Ifland, and confirmed in Council at VBiteball, by King Charles IId. 


the Neighbourhood 3 and had by her, one Son, and one Daugh- 


- tures did not doubt of getting their Talons faſten'd upon her afore- 


. 
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After ſo long a Digreſſion, it is high Time now to return to the 
Diſcuſſion of what I firſt propoſed ſhould be the chief ſubject Mat- 
ter of this Letter. | N 
I have already given you ſeveral Inſtances of the vile Practices 
of our Eſcheat - biokers, in the eſcheating of Eſtates, whether real. 
ly eſcheatable or not: And have ſlill, in ſtore, many more Inftan- 
ces of ſuch to give; but will confine my ſelf, at this Time, to on- 
ly one Inſtance more, which, for the ſingularity of ſome Circum-' 
ſtances attending it, deſerves your ſpecial Conſideration. 

By an Act of the Governor, Council, and Aſſembly of this 


Intituled, An 4& for encouraging the ſettling of this Hand, It was 
Enacted, That any Alien then ſettled, or that thereafter ſhould ſettle 
in this Iſland, and take the Oath of Allegiance, ſhould, to all Intent. 
and Purpoſes, be fully and compleatly, Naturalized ; paying only 51. 105, 
* a In. Inſtrument purporting the ſame, under the Broad Seal of 
#128 . 
Upon the Encouragement of the aforeſaid Act, an indefinite 
Number of Jens, and ſome other Foreigners of different Nations, 
and Religions, came and ſettled here; purchas'd Free holds, Je. 
and amongſt the reſt, one Villiam Nupius, a Native of Holland, let- 
tled, and was Naturalized here; and purchaſed a confiderable 
Plantation, with a ſuitable Number of Negroes, in the Pariſh of 
Clarendon ; married the Daughter of Colonel Bernard Andreas, in 


ter, | | 
Upon the Death of the ſaid Villiam Aupius, ſome Years ſince, 
and of his ſaid only Son ſome Time after; the aforeſaid Planta- 
tion, Negroes, and other Appurtenances, fell of courſe to his 
_ only lurviving Child, Anna-MVilliamina- Bernarda Kupius, an 
nfant, 

The ſaid Infant being under the Guardianſhip of the ſaid Colo- 
nel Andreas, her Grandefather 3 and her Mother (the Daughter of 
the ſaid Colonel Andreas, and Widow of the ſaid Viiliam Aupins,) 
happening to .intermarry with Mr. Anthony Swimmer, the ſaid 
Colonel Andreas (as Guardian aforeſaid) did let the ſaid Infant's 
Eſtate (viz. the (aid Plantation and Negroes) in Farm, to the ſaid 
Anthony Swimmer, at 300 J. yearly Rent, during the time of her 
(the ſaid Inſant's) Minority. But, both the ſaid Grandfather, and 
Mother of the ſaid Infant, happening to die ſoon after ; ſhe, the 
ſaid Infant, was then left under the Guardianſhip, and to the ſole 
Care of her Step-Grand-Mother, or Grand-Mother in Law, the 
Widow and Executrix of the ſaid Colonel Andreas. , 
By this time, our Eſcheat-Brokers began to prick up their Ears 
and had not even Diſcretion enough to conceal their Wiſhes and 
Hopes, that the ſaid Infant Anna-Williamina-Bernarda Knpins 
(who was then aged about 8 or 9 Years) might likewiſe go ſoon 
the way of all Fleſh : Becauſe in fuch Caſe, theſe voracious Vul- 


ſaid Eſtate, for want of Heirs. 


Now 


we g oy , * 11 * 
# 


: #. 
Now eomes on the Myſtery of Iniquity : eee 
The ſaid Infant happening to be ſomewhat troubled with a lit- 
tle Tumour or Swelling in her Groin, one Mr. Newſam, a neigh- 
bouring Chyrurgeon, was thereupon conſulted, and took her in 
hand, to cure her : But before he had time to take proper and ne- 
ceſſary Meaſures for that End, her ſaid Grand-Mother-in-Law 
was, by the Mediation and Letters of Advice (as I am credibly 
inform d) of a certain uſeful Matron (one of Æſculapius's Setters) 
prevail 'd upon to bring the ſaid Child forthwith up from the Lee- 
ward to Spaniſh Town, to be put under the immediate Care of 
Dr. John Stewart, as the only Doctor in the Iſland, who could in- 
fallibly cure her, of all Diſtempers whatſoever, if curable, Qec. 

Sooth d thus with the pleaſing Allurements aforeſaid, the ho- 
neſt well meaning Grand-Mother (Mrs, Andreat) ſettled and left 
her Grand- Daughter (the Infant above-named) at Mr. Merick's 
Houſe in. Spaniſb-Town, where ſhe remain'd about a Year, under 
our infallible Doctor's (J had almoſt ſaid, Butcher's) Hands. 

He began his tender Experiments, by making a large Inciſion, 
which (after ſome few Dreſſings, Secundum Artem) he ſaid, was 
a Fiſtula : This was ſucceeded by ſeveral other large Inciſions, 
round the ſaid Infant's Thigh, very near, if not quite into the 
Bone; and to give ſome ſeeming Colour (as was then generally 
thought) to ſuch an extraordinary and violent Piece of Practice, he 
call'd a certain Under- Practitioner to his Aſſiſtance, for Dreſſing, 
in his own Abſence, thoſe Wounds or Fiſtula's, which he himſelf 
had, with ſo much Tenderneſs, thus made. In ſhort, after he 
had kept the aforeſaid Infant (who was not then above 9 Years of 
Age) in a continued Torment, with repeated Inciſions, Iſſues, 
Applications, Counter- applications, and the D-—1 and the Do- 
ctor knows what beſides, for about the Space of one whole Year, 
and was, from time to time, very liberally paid by the Grand- 
Mother, Mrs. Andreas ; he told her at laſt, That the faid Infant 
was incurable ; that he had done all he could to her; and that be 
would not give himſelf any farther Trouble about ber; or to that 
Purpoſe : Whereupon, Mrs. Andreas took the ſaid Infant home 


to Leeward, and ſent for one Dr. Page, under whoſe Care (not- 


withſtanding the unaccountable Butchery aforeſaid) the Child re- 
covered apace, for 4 or 5 Months together, and was likely ta 
have done very well; *till in his Abſence, ſhe contracted a Cold, 
which threw her into a violent Flux and Fever, of which ſbe 
dy'd before he could-reach her, | 

It is needleſs here to trouble you with a Recital of the many 
Reflections paſt upon Dr. Stewart's Method of Practice above · men- 
jon d; and how He and ſome other certain Doctors had very high 
Words upon it, at Sarah Turner's Tavern, in Spaniſh Town. 

But, by the bye, I muſt own, I am the leis ſcrupulous in be- 
lieving him very capable of committing ſuch a deſign'd piece of 
barbarous Inhumanity (if prompted thereto either by Malice, 
Revenge, or the view of private Intereſt) when I conſider after 
what Manger he has treated ſeveral _ ; and particularly 7 
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5 (34) AY 
Inſtance, Mr. Mackenzie, (the Governor's late Secretary aforeſaid) 
- ſoon after his Arrival here; which was thus, e 
MI. Mackenzie happening, one Day after Dinner, to ſay (in 
giſcourſing tranſiently on general Heads) That the Muſke to- Flies 
bad been very buſie about his Legs, the Night before; and that, 
between {leeping and waking, he had ruffled 4 little of the Skin 
of his left Leg, ſomewhar above the Ancle- bone; Dr. Sewart 
wauld needs thereupon come offigiouſly next Morning (as he did 
without Invitation) to lee Mr, Mackensie's Leg, under. the pre- 
tence. of Friendſhip, and to bring with bim (as he ſaid) a little 
Ointment, to diaw a new Skin upon it; but inſtead thereof, 
bringing a Stiletto ready drawn (that is; a Lancet hid in the Palm 
of his, Hand) and taking hold of Mackenzie's Leg, then turning 
His back round, and placing himſelf in ſuch manner as rendred it 
impoſſible for his Patient to fee what the Doctor was going about 
to do to his Leg; and Mackenzie ſuppoſing that the badneſs of the 
Doctor's Sight made him probably chuſe that Poſture, to bring the 
Object the nearer to his purblind Eye; the Doctor all of a ſudden, 
without the other's previous Knowledge, or Conſent in the leaſt, 
and holding fil Mackenzie's Leg faſt lock'd under his Arm, made 
J or 6 flight Inciſions croſs one another, about the Ancle-bone, at 
which he being very much ſurprized, cry'd out in a great 
Paſſion to the Doctor, what, in the Name of G d, he meant 
by ſo doing? To which the Doctor anſwered very gravely, 1: wat 
only to make the Blood ſtart, for preventing the Stagnation _—_ J 
tho? there was not the leaſt ſhadow of any ground imaginable fat 
ſluppoſing, and much leſs dreading any ſuch Thing. Then the Do- 
ctor calling forward his Myrmidon, who was ready at hand, with a iſ 
large Gallipot, full of ſome ſulphureous, liquid ſtuff, bathed Macken- 
zie s Leg with the fame, which made it inſtantly ſmart ſo extre meh, 
that to alleviate the Pain thereof, and to cool the fiery Heat which 
the ſaid bathing had occaſion'd, the Doctor then bedawb'd and i 
|» ca it, all over, with a thick Ointment which his Myrmiam i 
ready in another Gallipot for the purpoſez and ſo wrapp'l 
the Anele quite round with a Plaiſter and linnen Bandage, aud 
charg'd the ſaĩd Mackenzie not to untie it, before next Morning, 
upon any account whatloever, and leaving the ſaid'Gallipots with 
him, told him his Ancle (tho? it ſhould Imart a little) muſt be 
bath d and dreſt once more therewith, in manner aforefsid; and 
that thereafter he would apply ſomething, which, he doubted not 
would in a ſhort time, perfectly heal it. 3 
After Dr. Stewart's Departure, Mr. Mackenzie became, by 
Degrees, ſo very ſenſible of a continued growing Heat, and extra. 
ordinary gnawing Pain, in and about his Ancle, that he could 
_ Hardly contain himſelf from pulling off the Plaiſler and Bandage; 
but, with much ado, he kept it on, according to the Doctor's Di- 
rections, till next Morning; at which time Dr. Blair happening 
to make him a friendly V flit, from Aingſton, was ſurpriz'd to fet 
him confin'd. to his Chamber, with a fore Leg; ard: enquiring 
into the Cauſe thereof, and being informed of all that Dr. Rem? 
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had done to it, ſoan diſcavet'd (after undreffing it) that the Pra- 
ctice was in every Step thereof, the Effect of premeditated 
Malice and Villany ; and that nothing but a very ſtrong Corroſive 
could have made ſuch a Cavity in one Night's time, as appear'd 
then in Mr. Mackenzie's Leg; and therefore in Colonel Blair's 
Prefence, avowedly diſcharged Mr; Mackensie (as his Friend) 
from making any farther Uſe of theſe Applications preſcribed by 
Dr. Stewart; from which time forward Mr. Mackenzie never, to 
this Hour, could, with any Patience, hear of taking any of Dr. 
Stewart's ay ng 6 in my Caſe whatſoever; nor, indeed, a- 
ny other Perſon that has a juſt Notion of the Man, or a due Re- 
gard to his own Safety. 5 * 

Yea, our very Females (many of whom were formerly this 
our 9 Partizans and Setters) are of late become ſo ſen- 
ſible of the Grolsneſs and Falſity of thoſe innumerable Stories 
which he had, from time to time, impoſed upon their Credulity ; 
of his flicking at nothing to compaſs his Ends; and of the Dan- 
ger of truſting him, in any reſpe& whatever; that the Generality 
of them (eſpecially theſe of the better ſort) have already quite 
dropt him, in fo much that, at this. time, he has not (as Fan 
credibly informed) three Patients in all this Ifland ; and therefore 

ives himſelf the Air of ſayiug now, that fince he has got an E- 
Rate to live on, at his Eaſe, he*ll not give himſelf the Trouble of 
practiſing Phyfick any longer. : | 
But, as to the Point in hand, the ſaid. Infant, Anna-WVilliamina- 
Bernarda Kupius, happening to die as aforeſaid, in January laſt, at 
Mrs. Andreas's Houſe; and Mrs. 4ndreas having thereupon ſent an 
Expreſs to Dr. Stewart (as being one of the Fayourite-Triumvirate) 
with an Account thereof, and deſiring his Mediation and Aſſi- 
ſtance, for obtaining her a Grant of the Eſchear of her ſaid Grand- 
child's Eſtate, if eſcheatable 3 the Doctor (as I am informed) re- 
turn'd for Anſwer, that ſhe was too late, & c. 

Several Gentlemen in the Pariſhes of Clarendon, Vere, and St. 
Elizabeth, were likewiſe deſirous to become' Purchaſers of the ſaid 
Eſtate, if eſcheatable; and ſignify'd their Willingneſs to have gi- 


ven, ſome four, ſome 50007. and upwards for the Grant thereof; 


beſide —— Cc. But the common Report goes, that Mr. Funent, 
one of the Aſſiſtant- Judges of the Grand Court, ſent ſome Spanifþ 
Arguments per Expieſs, to ſecure the Governor's and our Tri- 
umvirate's Favour, for letting him have the Refuſal of the afore · 
ſaid Eſtate, at the Current Value in ſuch Caſes. | 
Whatever may be in that, I know not: But certain it is, that 
Mr. Penaent play'd his Cards ſo well, with theſe Eſcheat-Brokers 
(the Triumvirate above-named, of whom Mr. R—-++y is the 
Chief) that no other Pretender is now admitted into Play; tho? 
tis more than probable, that ſome other Perſon, no way con- 
cern.d with theſe Brokers, might readily give better Conditions 
to the Governor, if he were not in a State of Pupillarity, under 


the abſplute Diregionapd Management of theſe Eicheat-Leaches. 
D 2 Mr. 
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Mr. Pement having taken out a Writ of Bſcheat in common 
Form, directed to the Provoſt-Marſhal; Care was taken to ſum- 
mon ſuch a Jury of 12 honeſt Men of the ah > agg 9 upon 
the Inquiſition, as return'd, - upon Oath, the Value of the Fig 


_Kupius 8 Eſtate, at no more than 1456 J. to the Queen 3 thoꝰ it be 


well known, that Mr. Swymmer pays 300 J. a Year for the ſame: 
And as it cannot be reaſonably ſuppoſed, that the Deceaſed Colonel 
Andreas, late Guardian to the ſaid Deceaſed Infant, would have 
been too payee and ſevere in letting a Leaſe of his ſaid Pupil's E. 
fate, to his own Son-in-Law (the ſaid Mr. Swymmer) at too high 
à Rent; it is 8 ſaid, that Mr. Swymmer has made another good 
Eftate out of the ſaid Xupius's Eftate, in the Compaſs of ſome few 
Years laft paſt ; and farther, the ſaid Xupius's Eftate produces (as! 
am informed) about 120 Hogſheads of very good Sugar a Lear; 
which being modeſtly computed at 20 7. per Hogſhead,makes 2400), 2 
Year. Our of which the ordinary Charges being deduced, it muſt 
be allowed that the Remainder will much exceed the 300 J. yearly 
2 payable for the ſame, as aforeſaid. But beſide the Plantation, 

ugar-work and Houſes, c. belonging to it, there are (as I am 
informed) about 120 Negroes upon it; which Negroes being mo- 
derately valued at 25 J. per Head, will inſtantly yield 3000 J. What 
the remaining Perſonal Eſtate, beſide the running yearly Rent, may 
amount to, I cannot tell: But, by what is already ſaid, you may 
eaſily perceive there is ſome ſmall Matter of Difference between the 
real Value of the ſaid Xupius's Eftate to the Poſſeſſor or Purchaſer, 
and the ſworn eftimated Value thereof to the Queen; a Difference 
(tho? not proportionably quite ſo very ridiculous as ſome of the o- 


ther Inftances of leſs Value already mentioned, which are as 300 


to I) yet ſo groſly wide and ſcandalouſly ſhameful, that 'tis hard to 
tell where ſuch perjurious and fraudulent Practices may end; if 
ſome timely ſtop be not put to this growing and horrid Evil. 

The only Obftacte in our Triumvirate's way, at preſent, is, Her 
Majeſty's aforeſaid Inftruttion, Limiting the Governor from diſpoſmg 
of any Fine, Forfeiture, or Eſcheat, above the Valits of 10 l. without 
3 Leave, &c. This ſticks ſo cloſe in their Stomachs, that, 
ometimes, they cannot forbear even openly curfing the Commil- 
fioners of Trade, who prepared the Draught of that Inſtruction, as iſ 
being a great Hindrance (they ſay} to the Diſpatch of Buſineſs, Ce. 
And the aforeſaid Limitation difturbs their righteous Spirits, fill 
the more; becauſe it gives all real or pretended Heirs the longer i 
time, for putting in their Claims to any eſcheated Eftates, after 
the Eſcheat-Patents are paſt; which, if not done within the Space 
of three Years, their Pretenſjons are ever after forecloſed. 

However, as our Triumvirate take all Occaſions to magnity and 
extol our Governor's great Power and Intereſt at home; they aſ- 
fore their Eſcheat-Clients, that his Excellency makes not the leaft 


Doubt of prevailing with Her Majeſty, to revoke the aforeſaid Li- 


mitation; and give him a Diſcretionary Power, in relation to all 
Eſcheats whatſoever z or at leaft to give him the Grant or Diſpoſal 


of ſuch particular Eſcheats as he'll think fit to ask, © - $ 
is Now 


(3 


want of Heirs, is, with many People, ftill a Queſtion, becauſe. they 
ſeem to be pretty well aſſured, that the ſaid Villiam Kupius deceaſed 
(Father of the aforeſaid Infant-likewiſe deceaſed) had, ſeveral Bro» 
thers, Siſters, and other near Relations, lately (and for ought they 


know, ftill) living in Holland. So that if ſuch neareſt Relations or 
Heirs be duly and timely apprized of the common Practice of this 


Iſland, with reſpe& to the Right of Naturalization, they may ea- 


fily obtain the Benefit of being naturalized, either here, or in Eng-' 


land; and ſo have a clear Right to the ſaid Eſtate of Courſe; in 
caſe they make their Claim within the Space of three Years, as a- 


If it ſhould be pretended that the afore-recited Act of this 
Iſland, for naturalizing Foreigners, is expired; I humbly apprehend 


that to be a Miftake : For tho' King Charles II. confirmed it, a- 


mong ſeveral other Laws, for no longer time, than 21 Years, from 
the 1½ of November, 1683; yet that Act being in its own Nature 

rpetual, for encouraging the Senling of this Iſland, it remains ſtill 
in Force here; till the ſame be eſpecially declared void, and dilal- 
low'd of by the Queen, _ ; Sh: 

Yea, moreover, as all former Goyernors, ſince the Commence- 
ment of the ſaid Act did; ſo the preſent Governor continues, to 
this Hour, as Occaſion offers, to grant Patents of Naturalization, 
to all ſuch Foreigners as come and ſettle in this Iſland, if they re- 
quire the ſame; purſuant to the aforeſaid Act. And, as a farther 
corroborating Evidence thereof, when ſome naturalized Jews died 
lately here, without naturalized Heirs, the Wives, or other neareft 
Relations of ſuch deceaſed Fews, having made Intereft by ſome of 
the Triumvirate, obtain'd, firſt of all, Patents of Naturalization, 
founded upon the aforeſaid AR (to qualify them for obtaining Let- 
ters of Adminiftration, Cc.) and then got Letters of Adminiſtrati- 
on, of Courſe ; So that what is Sauce for a Gooſe is Sauce for a 
Gander, for, Majus & Minus non differunt ſpecie. 

But if it ſhould ſtill nevertheleſs be determin'd, that the afore- 
ſaid Act is void, even fince the Expiration of the 21 Years above- 
mention'd , then all the Patents of Naturalization granted, ſince 


that time, both by the late and preſent Governor, would likewiſe 


be void of courſe ; as having been unwarrantably granted: And ſo 
there would be more fine Work for our Eſcheat Hunters, contrary 
to all publick Faith, and the Deſign of peopling this Iſland, 

So that if any ſuch Heir to the ſaid Infant Xupius appear, in due 
time, and Care be taken to apprize the Queen fully of his Caſe, it 
is probable (conſidering the inhuman Cruelty of thoſe previous 
Steps taken to make the aforeſaid Eftate eſcheatable, and then the 
8 and fraudulent Meaſures taken after, to conceal the real 

alue thereof, from the Queen and her Miniſtry, when eſcheated, 
as aforeſaid) Her Majeſty may, from an equitable Regard to ſuch 
Heir's natural Right, by Proximity of Blood, from the general In- 
dulgence intended to all Foreigners whatſoever (even Fews) by the 
Laws and Cuſtoms of this Iſland, and from the ſingular — of 
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Her on Royal Diſpoſition, be induced to diſpenſe with the fri4- 
neſs of any accidental Right arifing to the Crown, merely from the 
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His having a natural Right to any fach Eſtate. Ip 


I X/ the whole Matter, I am fully perſwaded, that the moſt 
effectual Remedy, for preventing, and fruftrating for the future, 
the many wicked Deſigns, crafty Contrivances, manifeſt Perjuries, 
and grievous Oppreſſions, now practiſed, and artfully carried on, 
under the falſe Colour and Pretence of ſerving the Queen's Inte- 
reſt, by the eſcheating of Eſtates, in manner above narrated, 


would be, to obtain a ſpecial Order and Inſtruction from Her Ma. 


ſty, to the Governor of this Iſtand, for tho Time being, That al 
ſtates in this Iſland, eſcheated or to be eſcheated to the Queen, 


.and'not already granted, by Eſcheat-Patents, to particular Perfons, 


ſhall (upon Notice given to the Inhabitants, by Proctamation, or 

therwiſe) be expoled to Sale, by publiek Ontery, in St. Jags de la 
Pega, commonly called Saniſ Town, during the Seffions of the 
Grand Court; and then and there, be Sold to the higheſt Bidder, 
complying with the ordinary Conditions of Sale, without reſped 
of Perſons ; and that all Sums of Money arifing from ſuch Sales, 
be paid into the Hands of her Majeſty's Receiver General, for the 


_ Time being; and be appropriated to the Support of the Gove n- 


ment of this Her Majeſty's Ifland, and the contingent Charges 
thereof; and not (as at preſent, and for ſome Years paſt) be ſunk 
into the private Pockets of ſuch as make it their Buſineſs to abuſc 
the Queen, and oppreſs Her Majeſty's Subjects, by their vile, cor- 
rupt, and perjurious Practices above mention'd. _ 

Should ſuch an Inſttuction be obtained, it would, at once cure 
us of all our Grievances touching Eſcheats ; for it would, for iſ 
the future, prevent dur Triumvirat's making (as, to the great Re- 
proach of the Inhabitants, they have hitherto made) a May-game 
of too many neighbouring Planters, by flirring them up one againſt 
the other, and involving them in vexatious Suits.at Law, with 
the mean and precariaus Views of getting cheap Bargains of each 
others Eſtates, if, by hook or by crook eſcheatable ; it would 
leave no room for the Provoſt-Marſhal's packing of ſcandalous Ju- 
ries of perjured Wretches, upon. Inquifitions, to return upon their 
Oaths, ſham Eſtimates of ſuch eſcheatable Eſtates as fall under 
their Cognizance, by which they frequently make the pretended 
Value not to exceed the Que, two, or three hundredth Part of the 
real Value thereof; it would make all Freeholders equally zealous 
that all Eſtates truly Eſcheatable ſhould be eſcheated, and diſpoſed 
of to the beſt Advantage, for the publick Uſe of the Government; 
becauſe by ſuch means there would be the leſs occaſion to raiſe 
Taxes on their own Eſtates, for the contingent Charges of the Go- 
vernment; and be likewiſe a means to keep up the Value of their 
Plantations, ſo as not to be depreciated, by reaſon of the preſent 


n 


Sri&- 
m the 
turali- 
zed of 


> moſt 
uture, 
juries, 
ed on, 
Inte- 
rated, 
r Ma- 
nat all 
een, 
Tfons, 
DN, or 
o de la 
of the 
adder, 


Sales, 
or the 
pve rn- 
harges 
e ſunk 
abule 
, cor · 


Cure 
, for 
at Re- 
-game 
gaink 
with 
f each 
would 
us Ju- 
their 
under 
ended 
of the 
ealous 
ſpoled 


ment; 


1 aiſe 
e Go⸗ 
their 
reſent 


„ A +» 


= r 


(39) 


a Machine as they have got into their Hands, and the aſſiſtance of 
ſome: other ſervile and mercenary Aſſociates) ſtill kept at the Helm 
here, and have Credit enough to be believed at home, to the pres 
judice of honeſt Men, who may not have the Opportunity of A& 
vantage of ſo direct, eafie, and free à Correſpondence, I am afraid 
that the obtaining ſuch an Inſtruction as is above humbly propoſed, 
is a Thing more do be wiſh'd, than hop'd for, very ſuddenly. | 

And really, the ſame Confideration (I muſt owa) makes me far- 
ther afraid, That even (the three firſt above recited Acts of this 
Iſland, which were made and calculated to abridge, in ſome mea- 
ſure, the exorbitant Power of the ſaid Triumvirate, (vis. An 
to prevent any one Perſon from — . 1 or more Offices of Profit 
in his Iſland An At for regulating Fees, &c. And an 4 for the 
further quieting Men's Tofſeſſions, and preventing vexations Suite ur 
Law) may not probably obtain the Royal Confirmation, ſo readily 
as were to be wiſh'd : Becauſe by ſeveral Letters from London, e 
have Advice, long fince, that Mr. Righy (who by his Office, as 
Deputy-Secrerary, is the only Perſon obliged to make authentick 


Copies of all Acts of this Iſland, and is paid for the ſame, and for ; 


theſe Three in particular) took care to contrive Matters ſo a8 


the firſt two of them (made and ſent home in June 17rt, to be 


confirmed) wanted the neceſſary Solemnity of having the Broad 


Seal of this Iſland aftixed to them; for the want whereof, theſe - 


Acts are ſtill laid aſide, till other Office-Copies be ſent home in 
due Form, under the aforeſaid Seal, if not already ſent. 


Yet, in the mean Time, He (the ſaid Rigby) took occaſion to 


employ his own and his Friends utmoit Art and Induſtry, to pre- 
poſſeſs ſome in Authority at home (particularly Sir Edward Nor- 
chey, the preſent Attorney General) with Prejudices againſt the 


laid Acts, tho' more immediately againft that one, touching the 


Multiplication of Offices in his own Perſon (vide Pag. 4.) and 
the better to obtain bis End, by groſly miſrepreſenting both Per- 
tons and Things, and by not Stating the Caſe fairly, (a Trick he 
the ſaid Ry ſeldom or never fails being guilty of, in any Cafe 
whazever) and by falſly ſuggeſting that the aforefaid Act in Rela- 
tion to Offices was calculated againſt the Royal Prerogative; he 
has already, by way of Anticipation, obtain'd the Opinion of the 
faid Attorney-General, That the Two Offices, of Provoſt- Marſhal, and 


Secretary of this Iſland, are not incompatible, to be held and executet 


by one and the ſame Perſon, 8c. As if that were the Point in De- 
bate. No, That was never, in the leaſt, once deny'd or contraver- 


ted, by any of the Promoters of the ſaid Act. But thefe T w] 0 


Offices having never been executed by one and the ſame Perſon, 
before Mr. Righy's Time; the Aſſembly had not occaſion till then, 


to diſcover the great Inconveniences thereof. And Mr. Rigby ha- 


ving, by many fraudulent, over-dextrous, and oppreſſive Practices, 
mage it manifeſt to them, and to all rhe Inhabirants in genera}, 
that it then was (and ſtill might be) highly inconvenient, and of 
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. Conſequence. to have theſe: Offices (which in many Ca. 
ſies ought to be Checks upon one another) executed by one Perſon; 
eſpecially a Perſon having qtherwiſe ſuch an accumulated and over 
grown Power, and dangerous Influence on the Adminiſtration of 
the Government here, ag the ſaid Rigby then had, and ſtill has, 
„ . Ito to agg; 
And the Truth is, the Aſſembly wanted neither ſufficient 
Ground nor Inclination to have declared him (the ſaid Rigby) 
incapable of enjoying or executing any publick Office whatever 
3n'this Iſland, ever after; could they have expected the Gover- 
nor's concurrence : But knowing the tranſcendent Power which 
He (the ſaid Rigby) had got over the then, as well as the preſent 
Governor, they thought it adviſeable to ſoften their Reſentment, 
and be contented with obtaining ſome part of their Deſign, by the 
general Words of. the ſaid Act; rather than loſe the Whole, by 
BREE too hard on him, in expreſs Terms at once, —_ :. 
Many Things not directly incompatible in the Eye of the Law, 
or in the {tri& Senſe thereof, may yet nevertheleſs (as in the pre- 
ſent Caſe) be very highly inconvenient, and injurious in their own 
Nature; for ſummum Jus, ſumma Injuria, is an old and true Max 
zm: And tho', from a dutiful Regard to the Queen's Majeſty, the 
Promoters of the [aid Act did ſpecially reſerve the Royal Prerogs- 
tive therein, yet they do ſtill humbly hope that Her Gracious Ma- 
Jeſty will never be induced to exert Her Prerogative in the utmoſſ 
lawful Extent thereof, to the manifeſt Prejudice of Thouſands of i 
Her Subjects here, and who Trade hither : for the ſake of a ſingle 
Perſon ſo notoriouſly obnoxious as Mr. Rigby is. e 
As to the other Act ſent home likewiſe in June 1711, without 
the Seal of the Iſland, viz. The Al for regulatmng Exorbitant Fees, 
c. All I can ſay to it as yet, is, That, under the plauſible Pretence 
of ſecuring the Eſtates and Intereſts of ſuch Orphans and Credi- 
tors as happen to be in England, from Time to Time, the ſame 
nimble Gentleman above-named has projected, and, in the 14ſt Seb 
lion of this preſent worthy Aſſembly, carry'd on, and obtained the 
of an Act that entitles him to demand legally now, from 
all Adminiſtrators and Executcrs whatever, many of thoſe Fees | 
which be formerly exacted Arbitrarily, and which (I am inform- B 
ed) —_—— the occaſion of making the aforeſaid Law, for 1e- 
gulating Fees, c. o | 
" Then as to the abovemention'd Act paſs d in the firſt Seſſion of 
this Aſſembly, in July 1711, entituled, An At for the further quiet- 
ing Men's Poſſeſhons, and preventing vexatious Suits at Law, Tho 
Mr. Rigby appear'd, at firſt, moſt violently againſt the paſſing 
thereof; yet finding all the, Gentlemen, both of the Council and 
Aſſembly, who have any conſiderable Freeholds in this Iſland, as 
well as the other Freeholders in general, very much bent on baving 
it paſs ; and finding likewiſe, that upon examining and comparing 
the Draught theteof, it agreed verbatim with th: Amendments 
made (as I am informed) by the late Attorney-General (Sir Fames 
Mountague) and approved of, by Her Majeſty in Council, * 
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AR of a former Aſſembly, bearing the ſame Title with this Act, and 
ſent home to have been confirmed at that Time; he (the ſaid Rigby) 
thought fit to acquieſce and agree to this Act at laſt; and that ke 
may be the leſs ſuſpected of acting another Part, behind the Curtain 
(which he ſeldom fails of doing on any ſuch occaſion) gives himſelf an 
Air of ſeeming now very zealous for its obtaining the Royal Aﬀent : 
But, as we haye too much Experience of this Polite Gentleman's 
Machiave lian Sincerity, to think that his Words ſhould agree with 
his Deſigns, - in a Caſe wherein he thinks his private Intereſt, con- 
cern'd; I have good ground to believe and affirm to you, for a 


4 


Truth, chat (according to his uſual under-hand Practices) he has al- 


ready ſet all the Engines he can at work, and will leave no probable 
Means uneſſay d, to prevent (if poſſible) or at left, obſtruct and re - 
tard the Confirmation of the aforeſaid Act, at home. | 

1 muft own, had Sir James Mountague (who is ſaid to have made 
the aforeſaid Amendments) been continued Her Majeſty's Attorney 
General to this Time, I ſhould incline to believe it more than pro- 
bable, that he would have thought himſelf obliged in Honour, to 
have favour'd the paſſing of the aforeſaid Act, as it now ſtands ; 
That is, He would have given his Opinion frankly and readily for 


its obtaining the Royal Sanction; as being according to his own A- 


mendments. 1 

But I am afraid, that on the other hand (according to the pro- 
verbial Saying, new Lords new Laws) the preſent Attorney Gene- 
ral (to whoſe Hands the aforeſaid Act muſt come of courſe) will not 


think himſelf any way tyed up, by his Predeceſſor's Opinion; but 


do therein according to the apparent Weight of ſuch new Argu- 
ments, as in the preſent Juncture of Affairs, may poſſibly be offer'd 
for, or againſt the reaſonableneſs or unreaſonableneſs of the afore- 
ſaid Act, as it was laft paſs'd here, and tranſmitted home. For 

which Reaſon, I wiſh the Gentlemen of this Iſland now refiding in 

England, may take ſome care to apprize him fully of the real 

Grounds and Neceſſity of having ſuch an Act; and give him to un- 
derftand farther, that, if it ſhould happen to meet with the misfor- 

tune of being return'd hither again, with any new Amendments 

whatever; other ſucceeding Attorney Generals may, in like man- 

ner, make farther Amendments to it, ſtill in indefinitum; and that, 

by means thereof, an AQ fo abſolutely neceſſary for the Peace, Quiet, 
_ 1 of this Iſland, may perhaps be loſt, for good 

and all. | „ 

I once propoſed to my ſelf to have made an end here: But 
being now informed that the Ships are not to ſail as yet; I take oc- 
caſion to acquaint you farther, that tho' this Iſland were fully te- 
dreſs d in Relation to the Eſcheats and other Grievances aforemen- 
tion'd (which I hum̃bly apprehend can never be) without ſtripping 
and diveſting oyr tyrannizing Triumvirate of all their Power and 
Places here, at once) yet theſe are not the one hundredth Part of the 


many fraudulent and arbitrary Practices, by which the ſaid Trium- 


virate, with the aſſiſtance of their ſervile A Jociates and Abettors, 


do daily abuſe the Queen's gracious Goodneſs, and opprels Her * * 
ä | ; E ** 


—_ 
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y's Subjekts here: For, as in ſeveral Caſes, They make à handle 
1 the . pretended Intereft to rob and defraud the Pech; 
ſo, in ſeyeral of the very ſame Caſes; theſe Jygglers make frequently 
a Na of the People's pretended Intereft, to defraud Her Majefty 
of Her Juft and Legal Right: As, for Example : 

When, purfuant to the Act of Parliament of the 6th Year of the 
Queen's Reign, entituled, An Ad for the orgy cen of the Trade 

10 America, ard purfuant to the Orders and Inftruftions of the 
Commitſhoners of Her Majeſty's Cuſtoms thereupon, the Collector 
here (Peter Beckford, then Junior, Eſqz) was demanding, and had 
received ſome of the Duties payable by the faid Act, for all Prize- 
Goods, in manner therein required; our projecting Politicians pro- 
cured the then Governor's Order in Council (aon obſtante the ex- 
preſs Words of the aforeſaid Act of Parliament, for preſent Pay- 
ment) Thar the ſaid Colteftor ſhould take Securnny of all Prizes 
 & brought in, or to be brought in, That they would anſwer all ſuch Dutics 
as ſhould be due by Law, when thereunto legally required: And that a 
&* Copy thereof ſhould be given 10 the ſaid Collector, Ke. | 

Had I not been very well affured that the aforefaid Order was 
drawn, written and ſign'd by that Polite, Ingenious, and moſt dex- 
trous Gentleman, Mr. Rigby (as he was then Clerk of the Council 
here) I might poſſibly have inconſiderately adyentured to comment 
a little on the artful looſneſs of the Draught, and ſeeming Deſign 
thereof; but his own ſubſequent Conduct, ever fince, in relation to 
the Subject matter of that Order, has fav'd me that trouble, and 
ſufficiently explain'd the honeſty of his Meaning, and ſincerity of 
his Intention by it. 5 5 

Tho{the ſaid Collector (Mr. Beckford) has had the Advantage of a 
generous and liberal Education, at the Univerſity and Inns of Court; 

iS unqueſtionably well affecded to the preſent Conſtitution, both in 
hurch and State; and is (as you very well know) not only a Native 
of this Ifland, but Proprietor of one of the moſt conſiderable Eſtates, 
If not the greateft in it (which muſt be alloweg to be ſome Security 
for the fincerity of his Inclinations to promote its Intereſt) and tho 
Dis endeavouring, on all occaſions (eſpecially when he was Speaker of 
ome former Affemblies) to have ence as much as in him tay, 
the then growing Tide of the apparent Deſięns of our projecting 
and indefatigable Triumvirate, was a ſufficient manifeftat ion of his 
eal for the Peace, Quiet, Welfare and Proſperity of the Planters 
in general : Yet when, in the diſcharge of his Duty to the 5 
he endeavour'd, purſuant to the Act of Parliament and Inſtructions 
aforeſaid, to have collected the Duties, legally due and payable to 
Her Majefty, on all Prize-Goods then brought in hither, our pro- 

Acting Politicians (whoſe Buſineſs, for the moſt Part, is to fiſh 
in troubled Waters) ſoon found out a Way, by traducing the ſaid 
Collector, as an alledged Enemy to the common Iatereſt of this 
Illand, and by ſuggeſting other ridicutous Prejudices againft the Na- 
ture of his Office, to raife a Poſſe of poor deluded mobbiſh Priva- 
teers, to threaten, inſult, and bully him, or at kaſthis Deputy, 

ſrom putting the ſaid Law duly ip Execution: Which * 
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Proceedin togeth ler with the Governor's Order aforeſaid, com- 
I'd the Bid ollettor is di Wen ried with getting on! 
onds, _ fof the payment of thoſe Duties, from the ſeveral gell 
of the Captors of the 1. reſpettive Prizes ; with ſuch Securities as 
they could, or thought fit to give for the ſame. 5 

Here it is to be obſerved, that, by a general Combinatioh between 
the aforeſaid Agents and Bond-Proje&ors, wheneyer they were to 
give Bonds for the aforeſaid Prize-Duties, they always pretended 
to be in ſucti Sug! hurry, in fitting out the ſaid Captots again to 

or the like, that they. could not. poſſibly ſpare Time then, to 
ſettle and adjuft the exact and particular Sums which. the aforeſaid 


33 7 Duties amoutited to, and for which they were to give Bonds? 
But : 


in a Braggadochio- Manner, to prevent the leaſt ſuſpicion of any 
finifter Deg in them (hotieſt Gentlemen ) would needs force up- 


on the Collecto or his Deputy, Bonds containing Penalties amoun- 


ting to perhaps Five, Ten, or Fifteen Times as much as was, ot 
could have been! reaſ6tidbly demanded of 3 : So that upon ad- 
juſt ing and, comparing the Sums really due for the aforeſaid Prize 
Duties, and unfatistied, the firſt of June 1711, (fince ep 
Time tlie Prize Duties ceafed) with the Penalties of the Bonds 
granted for the fame; the Penalties amounted to 54830 1. whereas 


the Duties ot teal Süms for which theſe Bonds were granted, a- 


moiinted only to 90433 l. Sh | 
Now to unriddle the myſterious Iniquity of this Janus-like 


54} #4 


« pence, upon account of Law Charges, and for ſoliciting to get 
$ the ſaid Bonds remitted, and made void by Act of Parliament, 
“ H. or to ſuch Effect. 8 

Then, vice verſa, under the plauſible Colour of a moſt tender 
and compaſſionate regard to the pretended Caſe of the ſaid Gap- 
tors, our Triumvirate-P:ojeQors procur'd Addreſſes from the Go- 
vernor, Council, and Afſembly, by means whereof, together with 
the joint Endeavours of theit Aſſociates and Abeitors, a Parlia- 


mentary Injunction was obtain'd, to put a ſtop to all Proceedings 


on the aforeſaid Bonds, till the end of the next enſuing Seſſion of 
Parliament, 
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So that, by thus 3 magnifying the Queen's Claim againſt 
the Captors, on the one Hand, and by ſetting up the Captor's 
retended Intereſt, againſt the Queen's Right, with the other 
Jaud, theſe Rooks (the aforeſaid Agents and their juggling Tri- 
umvirate, Confederates and Abettors) have, all this Time, kept 
the above mentioned Sum of 5 4830 J. among them; or, at leaſt, 
the Produce of all the aforeſaid Prize Goods; which, inſtead of 
being leſs, may (for ought I know, and more probably too) have 
amounted to more than the double of that Sum, all which is laid 
out (as I am credibly informed) partly on Mortgages, at 10 J. per 
Cent. (the common Intereſt here) and partly on Trade, &c. from 
the conſideration whereof; you may eafily perceive, That 'zis uo 
wonder if a- Hook thus doubly baited ſhould catch Fiſh 5 or that a 
Number of Perſons thus combining together, and laying aſide all 
Principles of Humanity and Juſtice, for compaſſing their worldly 
Ends, ſhould ſoon obtain a more than ordinary Portion of the Mam- 


mon of Unrighteouſneſs. | | 

Many of the aforeſaid poor Captors being, in the mean Time, 
dead, or removed into other Parts, and ſuch of them as remain, ſtill 
living here, being thus quite tired out, and brought into Deſpair 
of ever recovering their Rights, have, at laſt, thro? the mere ne- 
ceſſity of their Circumſtances, compounded their ſeyeral and re- 
ſpective ſhares of the aforeſaid Prizes, with their ſaid Agents, 
and ſome few others concerned with them, for little or nothing. 

Whereupon a grievous Complaint was, on the 13th of Ofober, 
1711. made to our then fitting Aſſembly (the ſame that is till 
continued by ſeveral Prorogations) and the Confideration thereof 
was, with a very formal Air, referred to a Committee : But Mr. 
Brodrick (one of the ſaid Triumvirate) being Speaker, and the 
Majority of the Members being Tools to him and his Aſſociates, 
the Subject matter of the aforeſaid Complaint was flurr'd over in 
filence, without ever taking any the leaſt further Cognizance 

thereof, to this Hour. | | 

| From all which, you may reaſonably conclude, that tho? the 
Parliament ſhould now be induced to remit the ſaid Bonds, it is 
not probable that the poor Captors can ever ieap any Benefit there- 
by; unleſs the Parliament ſhould, in their great Wiſdom, Com- 
paſſion and }'itice, think fit, at the ſame Time, to interpole their 
Authority ſo far, as to take care that a ſpecial Commiſſion be ſent 
to dil-intereſted Perſons here, for enquiring into the great Abuſes 
aforeſaid, and for re-inſtating ſuch of the ſaid Captors as are li- 
ving, (and the Executars and Adminiſtrators of ſuch of them as 
are dead) in ſtatu gu; without any regard to the aforeſaid Com- 
poſitions ; and allowing them Intereſt likewiſe for the Time that 
their Money js detain'd by the ſaid Agents: Which would be a 
very conſide table wo f to the poor Captors; and the Queen's juſt 
Right, as io the aforeſaid Duties, may nevertheleſs be ſtill reſerv'd. 
Thus would theſe Rooks be caught in the Net which they ſpread 
for the Feet of others, FI ls 95 


— * 
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| —_—q enim Lex juſtior ulla eſt, 
Quam Necis Artifices arte perire ſud. 


But that which I am further ſurprized at, touching this Affair, is 
to have it poſitively affirmed, from ſeveral Hands, that, for indu- 
eing the Commiſſioners of Her Majefty's Cuſtoms, to make a favou- 
rable Report ro the Honorable Houſe of Commons, for remitting 
the aforeſaid Bonds, & c. our late Governor Handaſyde, Colonel 
Richard Lloyd, Mr. Charles Kem, Mr. Richard Thompſon, Mr. Ed- 
ward James, and Mr. James Knight, late Inhabitants of this Iſland, 
ſhould deliberately adventure upon expoſing themſelves ſo far, as 
to give in ſuch a formal Certificate under their Hands, to the ſaid 
Commiſſioners, relating to the aforeſaid Bonds, and to the Caſe and 
Circumftances of the reſpective Perſons thereby bound, as they 
could not (or, at leaft refuſed to) make Oath, to the Truth there- 
of, when thereunto required by the ſaid Com miſſioners, purſuant to 
the Directions of the Act of Parliament, enjoining that all Exami- 
nations and Proofs in that Matter, ſhouid be taken upon Oath. 

Had theſe Gentlemen been ever, any way, noted as ſcrupulous 
Non-jurorsz, on all former Occaſions, or been profeſſed Quakers at 
the time, there might be ſome charitable Room left for extenuating 
the Imputation of that groſs Diſingenuity, which ſuch a Proceeding 
ſeems to have fixed upon them; But fince neither the one, nor the 
other, can be pretended, it is plain, they gave in that Certificate, 
with a premeditated Deſign, to have thereby impoſed on the ſaid 
Commiſſioners, in the firſt Place, and then on the Parliament, of 
courſe; without ever ſuppoſing that they would be put to the Teſt 
1 to the Truth of what they had then certified as afore- 
aid. | 
Tis true, the Law does not take hold of Perſons, for harely ſay- 
ing or certifying a Falſhood under their Hands, as it does for 
Perjury: But, in my humble Opinion, they are equally puniſh- 
able, in foro Conſcientiæ; when done knowingly, G animo in juriandi. 
Yet, we too frequently, fee, that, tho' to avoid a temporal Puniſh- 
ment, ſome People will not ſo readily venture upon doing the one, 
they'll not always ſcruple much to do the other, when they think it 
may ſerve a particular Turn, foc advancing their own or their 

riend's Intereft. | 7 
From my having thus expatiated ſo fully on the ſubje& Matter of 
Eſcheats, - Prize-Duties, Multiplication of Offices in one Mans 
Power, Sc. you may poſſibly imagine, that the moſt conſiderable 
Grievances of this Iſland, and the Oppreſſions we lie under, are 
generally comprehended under theſe few Heads. No! I aſſure 
ou, not the one hundredth Part of them: For, were I to launch 
but into that boundleſs Ocean of Corruption, the Proceedings in 
our chief Courts of Judicature (viz. the High Court of Chancery, 
the Grand Court, the Court of Admiralty, and the Council, which 
together with our Governor makes, you know, a Court of Appeals 
here.) I could eaſily give you ſuch flaming Inftances of * 
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more of the Office of a Lord Chancellor, and the deciding of ah 


and happening to get the Command of a Frigat, had the good 0 


convenient to return home, ſettled here, and became firſt a Plat 


— 4 N 


iſles al, violent, unjuſt, oppreſſive and moſt ſcandalouſly cor 
Practices (and that chicks rod by the notorious 22 of 1 
dearly beloved Triumvirate) in the Diſtribution of what js her, 
called Juſtice, that any ſerious, intelligent, and indifferent Obſer 
ver (if ſuch a one could be here found) would be apt to conclud 
that, in this Climate, Virtue was to paſs for Vice, and Vice fo 
Virtue 3 and that Right and Wrong had made a mutual Exchange 
of their reſpective Qualities and Properties. 
To £0 to Law here, is, in effect, the ſame as to try who has the 
heavieft Purſe, and who can part with his Money moſt freely: Fot 
moſt commonly, if the Cauſe be pretty conſiderable, *tis ten to one, 
but that he who fees beſt, may come beſt ſpeed, according to that df 
Solomon, Prov. 19: 4. Wealth maketb Friends, and ver. 6, E. 
very Man is a Friend to him that giveth Gifts, And Chap. 17. 23. 4 
wicked Man take tb 4 Gift out of ibe Boſom (that is, ſecretly) 10 per 
vert the Ways of Judgment, never regarding what goes before; wer, 
15. He that juſt i ſieib the Wicked, and be that conde mneib the Juſt, eva 
tber both are Abomination to the Lord. | : 
But our Judges have this to plead, in their own Jaſtification, 
That it is not to be expected they ſhould judge and determine Las. 
Suits, according to the common Rules of Law and Equity, ſince 
none of them was ever bred to the Knowledge of the Laws. A 
for Example: Tho' Chancery-Suits ate very frequent, and induſtti- 
ouſly ſwell d up, to a prodigious Bulk here, of late Tears; yet, thi 
Tfland never having had any other Chancellor, than the Governor, 
for the time being; and our late Governor's Education having bee 
generally confin'd to the Exerciſe of Pike and Musket; ic need nd 
be much wonder d at, if he under ſtood (without Inſpiration) littk 


truſe and knotty Law-Caſes, than he did of what he commonly 
(by Miſtake) call'd the Creed of St. Ignatius z meaning that of 8. 
* : To which, he ſaid, he could not be eaſily recon 
ciled. 6 5 

And our preſent Chancellor (that is, our Governor) having hee 
always bred at Sea, from a Youth upward, even before the Revo 
lution ; and never employ-d or converſant in any other Bulineſ(s,be 
fore he came hither z [cannot well apprehend how the bare Pre 
eminence of a ſuperior Birth, ſhould eatitle him to a more inſpired 
Knowledge of the Laws, than the former. | 

Our preſent 8 and chief Judge of the Grand- Coutt 
(that is, the Courts of Queen's Bench, Common Pleas, and Ex 
chequer, all in one) was likewiſe bred at Sea, from a Boy upward, 


bad Luck (Ican'c tell which) to loſe her, on a Rock, in tight 6 
Port- Royal, without any Streſs of Weather: So, not thinking i 


ter, and then a Judge. 

The next in courle, is honeft Judge Careleſs : He was a Soldier i 
one of the Regiments of Foot-Guatds, at ¶ bite. hal; and his Cap 
tain, willing to fave himſelf the Trouble of paying his myo 

4 5 ; | week! 


, 2 


f "C47 3: 
eekly Subſiftence-Money, entruſted this fame / mn C——J]eſt - 
wu for him : But MI. Cf. aiming (it ſeems) at greater 


corrupt 
of our 


; 3 berg atters, than carrying a Musket, borrow'd one. Weeks Subſiſtance 
Ober f tne Company, drew his own Paſs, and made the beſt of his way 
Zong ither, inſalutao Hoſpite. Some ſay he ſold himſelf to the Maſter 


f the Ship in which he was tranſported, to be a Servant for a cer- 
un Term of Years ; bit under Redemption. However, be that ag 
- will, he married a Planter's Widow, and is now the firſt 
f the Six Aſſiſtant- Judges of the Grand- Court. But nevertheleſs 
ie till retains ſo much of his former Integrity, that if a Colt or 
teer happen to ſtraggle out of a Neighbouring Penn, he very cha- 
itably receives it into his own ; and co prevent its ſtraggling far- 
her, claps on his own Mark upon it. d | | 


xchange 


has the 
ly: For 
1 to one, 
y that of 
K 


23 4 All the other Aſſiſtant- Judges are likewiſe Planters of indifferent 

l ah be“ gates, and have no Salaries. So that, upon the whole Matter, 

Luſt 2 chile the abſolute Power of nominating, appointing, continuing, 
z 


iſcontinuing and changing, theſe Judges, at Pleaſure, remains in 
eGoy——=- for the time being, and while a Triumvirate of 


Peat ch Perſons as R —— by, ck, and St—-—4, or any two, 
28 f r one of them, ſtand inftead of an Oracle to ſuch a Gr, 
— * puching all Matters relating both to Law and Goſpel (as they do 


ow, and have done for ſome Years paſt) I dare venture to affure 


* ou, that very few (if any) will be made or continued Judges, 
yet, cn ercly from the Conſideration of the Brightneſs of their Qualifica- 
Wornath ons, or Integrity of their Characters, in other Reſpects z and con- 
ing bean pqvently that none but their own Creatures, Dependents and AF- 
ed nd dciates can well reckon upon being tolerably ſecure, either as to 
n) ＋ e Liberty of their Perſons, or Property of their Eſtates, under 
> O' ar ch a precarious and corrupt Adminiftration, as we now labour 
>2}Mmoniy der. 


nat of 8. 
y recolt 


I ſhall now conclude this long Letter with the Recital of a Story, 
Thich I cannot for bear mentioning to you, becaule of the Shrewds 
eſs of the Alluſion. 

News arriving here, ſome time ſince, from Barbadoes; that hea- 

7 Complants were ſent home, againſt Mr. Lo r, the preſent 

zovernor of that Ifland, for ſome alledg'd arbitrary Proceed- ' 
gs in the Adminiftration of his Government there; and that, as to 

Ir. Do———s, the Governor of the Windward Iſlands, he was 

as they phras'd it) playing the De l upon two Sticks; fining,im- 

riſoning, compounding, Cc. at Plealure; eſpecially in Antegoa, 

der the Colour of enquiring into the Manner and Occafion of the 


ing heel 
e Revo 
line ſs, be 
are Pre 
- inſpired 


d-Conrh 
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upwatd, lurdering his Predeceſſor, Colonel Parks; inſomuch that ſome re- 
Sood erted he had made 20, ſome 40 or 50 (God knows how many) 
night nouſands of Pounds, fince he came thither; and that there was a 
inking Mrievous Complaint ſent home againſt him, Cc. Which piece of 
a Plays (whether true in Fact or not, I know not) being publickly 
1 dd or repeated at our Governor's Table; Mr. R———by (our 


mn rolocutor as well as Dictator General} without taking any further 

his ice of the aforeſaid News, was pleas'd, after ſome few affected 

ompan) vues and Grins, to entertain his Excellency, and ſome few others, 
week! 8 | then 


1 but that otherways he muſt expect to be ruin d and undone: 
tigable Induftry, ſo he has a very ſingular Faculty of inculcating | 


tilty of his Attempts, and who cannot ſo readily penetrate into t 
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« Complaint was true, and that he had got all the Treaſure thy 
& ſaid he had got, he might freely come to Court, with great Saf 


« in Words to that Purpoſe. n | 
I muſt acknowledge, that as Mr. .R——by is a Perſon of indef 


own ſeeming Sentiments, both of Men and things, into the Min 
of ſuch weak People as are not upon their Guard, againſt the $y 


Perniciouſneſs of his doubleDefigns: He has likewiſe a more than 
dinary Talent in bringing his Votaries to be upon a Level with hi 
ſelf, as to the Looſneſs both of his Principles and Practices: 
nevertheleſs ſtill hope that he, and ſuch as he, may, in due t 
find there is a Difference to be met with, between a Spaniſh an 
truly uncorrupted Britiſh Miniſtry 3 eſpecially in a Caſe that 
cerns the Liberty and Property of Britiſh Subjects. However, 
Slyneſs of his Inſinuation, in telling this Story immediately upon 
Back of the aforeſaid News, brings into my Mind that Obſervat 
of Solomon, Prov. 18. 16. A Man's Gift maketh Room for hin, 

bringeib bim before, great Men. © Ye | 


1 am, SIR, 


Your moſt bumble Servant 


